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Providing access OPTIONS and guaranteeing QUALITY 

Elsevier is committed to support all researchers by providing greater choice as to how and where they can publish 
their research.  
1. Access 

− We exist to disseminate information 
− We will identify where remaining gaps exist and find viable mechanisms to close them 
− We will use a combination of different models to enable this access 
− We believe subscription and open access publishing can co-exist 

 
We carefully listen to the community’s needs and test and develop publishing options accordingly. 
 
At Elsevier It is imperative that Peer Review and the publishing process provide essential quality controls, 
regardless of the access model implemented.  
 
1. Quality 

− Peer review provides essential quality controls and we remain committed to enabling it 
− We will invest to innovate in technologies that increase researchers’ productivity 

 
Elsevier supports the creation of different access models that prove to be sustainable for the entire science 
community and those who fund it. 

 



Our Access vision includes open access and much more… 

Different scientific communities have different requirements.   
We’re experimenting in all areas of Access to see what offers sustainable options while maintaining 
the quality provided by peer review 
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Author 
Pays 

2012 

 28 Open Access titles 

 International Journal of Surgery 
Case Reports 

2010 

2011 
 Results in journals  

 Cell Reports 
 NeuroImage: Clinical 

 20+ titles currently in development… 

 
2013 and beyond  …. 

Elsevier’s Open Access Journals 

http://www.elsevier.com/about/open-access/open-access-options 
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Elsevier’s Open Access Journals 

http://nl.sitestat.com/elsevier/elsevier-com/s?ScienceDirect&ns_type=clickout&ns_url=http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22115463
http://nl.sitestat.com/elsevier/elsevier-com/s?ScienceDirect&ns_type=clickout&ns_url=http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22130071
http://www.ijidonline.com/
http://nl.sitestat.com/elsevier/elsevier-com/s?ScienceDirect&ns_type=clickout&ns_url=http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/22128778
http://nl.sitestat.com/elsevier/elsevier-com/s?ScienceDirect&ns_type=clickout&ns_url=http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/2211968X
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Sponsored 
articles 

 Authors publishing in a subscription title have an 
option to pay for open access for their article 

 1,500 journals offer authors 
the option to publish open 
access 
 

 16  sponsorship agreements with funding 
bodies including Wellcome Trust, FWF, and UK 
Research Councils.  Others in discussion 

 Uptake is low but growing primarily due to 
requirements by heath and life sciences 
funding bodies. In 2011, Elsevier published 
a total of 1,014 sponsored open access 
articles, less than 1% of the articles in our 
subscription titles were sponsored open 
access articles. 
 
 

 Elsevier committed to ‘no double 
dipping”. Elsevier amends its journal list 
prices to account for each and every 
sponsored open access article.  
 

Sponsored open articles in Elsevier Journals 

Open 
Access 

Open 
Access 

Journals 

Sponsored 
Articles 

Open 
Archives 

Manuscript 
Posting 
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Elsevier has Agreements / Arrangements with 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.theherbert.org/resources/images/img/WellcomeTrust1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.theherbert.org/index.php/home/image:880/herbert-media/digital-experiences/samantha-moore&usg=__Q4D2PEe-2yGYCas-_nA5PGDkkw0=&h=280&w=360&sz=15&hl=en&start=3&sig2=KXttlhnGs31d1uIVY7PpvQ&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=Seu4phC4z4MvdM:&tbnh=94&tbnw=121&prev=/images?q=wellcome+trust&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4GZEZ_en-GBGB327GB327&tbs=isch:1&ei=lZScTKuGMoP_8AaDk_CBDQ
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.jumpruk.com/images/british_heart_foundation.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.jumpruk.com/partners.html&usg=__1tXgYnn8eFJJygVvVNiiuoanBIA=&h=361&w=278&sz=29&hl=en&start=1&sig2=Rd-5No_Ha3WG-5wjL1YK2Q&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=tVbbjcWJCy2hfM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=93&prev=/images?q=british+heart+foundation&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4GZEZ_en-GBGB327GB327&tbs=isch:1&ei=vpScTNfcK8O78gaxp8SZDQ
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ccp4.ac.uk/images/MRC_Logo.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.ccp4.ac.uk/&usg=__-hBTp_R2imZOBMRgFVinNi4fomU=&h=300&w=684&sz=13&hl=en&start=1&sig2=LSQbeYMOMlDZGxjuU_HRHg&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=YmciwIjzRnePIM:&tbnh=61&tbnw=139&prev=/images?q=medical+research+council&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4GZEZ_en-GBGB327GB327&tbs=isch:1&ei=45ScTPqqFoH78AbIl7D-DA
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.math.tugraz.at/DSNT/pictures/fwf.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.math.tugraz.at/DSNT/&usg=__LOtUYZNOVD1yYAXQJw3VgH7bMEs=&h=500&w=1640&sz=25&hl=en&start=2&sig2=BT5W8EN983N4GijGPInTig&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=qnirPz2OTghzwM:&tbnh=46&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=fwf&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4GZEZ_en-GBGB327GB327&tbs=isch:1&ei=-JScTK35OoP48AbV0KGTDQ
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://ukpmc.ac.uk/ppmc-localhtml/images/TI.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.rsssearchhub.com/preview/latest-additions-to-ukpmc-telethon-italy-rss-PpmKDK/&usg=__bQ0VcU_i4x7IEYCXHlLnnNEcgOg=&h=85&w=120&sz=20&hl=en&start=3&sig2=mV7DCi9v9Tt17-3gTkQHsw&zoom=1&tbnid=2gFp3j1Iv88wWM:&tbnh=62&tbnw=88&ei=auOKTt6EK4Kh4gTz16yABA&prev=/search?q=telethon+italy&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4GGHP_en-GBGB436NL436&tbm=isch&um=1&itbs=1
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-v3dDo6zf5XE/TgnX7RY7vnI/AAAAAAAAA-A/HcmFs95mxKY/s1600/ESRC.jpg&imgrefurl=http://fundermental.blogspot.com/2011/06/esrc-launch-future-leaders-scheme.html&usg=__1MKU5vWVCIwhjusVHOcFrxVSRlI=&h=356&w=428&sz=80&hl=en&start=1&sig2=XiLVFJ-HFAOLsOfQgeowIg&zoom=1&tbnid=CYEA0s_Oa4asGM:&tbnh=105&tbnw=126&ei=JeOKTp3PM-Xd4QSizbzcAw&prev=/search?q=esrc&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4GGHP_en-GBGB436NL436&tbm=isch&um=1&itbs=1
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Delayed 
Access 

 Time to free access varies due to differences in 
subject fields  

 
 

 Subscription journals making articles freely available 
online after time delay. Also referred to ‘delayed open 
access. 

 75 titles are available after a delay, 
including Cell Press 

 Subject areas – primarily life and 
health sciences 

 Often society owned or affiliated titles 

Open 
Access 

Open 
Access 

Journals 

Sponsored 
Articles 

Open 
Archive 

Manuscript 
Posting 

 Mathematics Journals back to 
Volume 1 Issue 1 

 Pilots for institutional delayed 
access 

Elsevier’s Open Archives 

http://www.elsevier.com/about/open-access/open-access-options 

http://www.elsevier.com/about/open-access/open-access-options
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Manuscript 
Posting 

 Authors can voluntarily post manuscripts and 
preprints to personal websites and institutional 
repositories 

 Elsevier is classified as a 
RoMEO  “green 
publisher” 
 

 As a service to our authors, since 2005, Elsevier 
has deposited author manuscripts for to NIH 
authors to PMC 

 We seek to engage with institutions and funding 
bodies to understand their needs and develop 
sustainable solutions. Posting agreements with 
Robert Koch Institute, National Research Council 
– Canada and  Czech Academy of Sciences, 
World Bank.  Others in development. 

 Often referred to as “green” 
open access 

 

Open 
Access 

Open 
Access 

Journals 

Sponsored 
Articles 

Free 
Access to 
Archive 

Manuscript 
Posting 

http://www.elsevier.com/about/open-access/open-access-options 

Manuscript Posting 
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75 Journals 
offer open 
archives 

Agreement 
with DFIF 

and MNDA 

30 Journals 
offer open 
archives 

DeepDyve Pilot 
Launched 

1200 
journals 
offering 

sponsorship 
option 

9 open 
access 
journals 
launched 

450 journals 
offering 
sponsorship 
option 

Founding 
member of 
PEER 

40+ journals began 
offering sponsored article 
option 

Elsevier launches 
Patient Research  

Launched Corporate 
and College editions 

Began depositing NIH 
author manuscripts to 

PMC to appear after 12 
months  

Adopted  ‘green’ 
Author Posting 
Policy 

Pre 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Adopted 
Science  
Direct walk in 
policy 

Freedom 
and 
Subject 
collections 

Founding partner 
of Research4Life, 
providing research 
to developing 
nations 

Cell Press journals 
articles available to 
non-subscribers after 
12 months 

Founding participant 
in PatientINFORM 

Elsevier-Wellcome 
Trust agreement 

Established 
OpenCourse 

Ware agreement 
with MIT 

Established 
agreement with 
Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute 

Launched 1st 
Open Access 

Journal  

Int J Surg: Case 
Reports 

Agreement 
with FWF & 

Telethon 

Agreement 
with ESRC & 

Dunhill 

VSNU pilot 
launched 

Posting 
agreement 

RKI 

Free access to 
first LHC article 

CAPES pilot 
launched 

UKPMC funding 
body agreement 

CCC 
Patient 
Access  
System 

Posting 
agreement 
with Cz Ac 

Sci and Can 
Res Council 

Our recent history on ALL access types 

Open Access mechanism 

Access mechanism, not OA 

28 open 
access journals 

launched 



n=3759 

n=2940 

n=1262 

n=1653 

n=2989 

n=2118 

n=1294 

n=2565 

n=1868 

n=2273 

n=841 

n=2362 

Western  
Europe 
94% 

Eastern  
Europe 
84% 

Middle  
East 
85% APAC 

91% 

Africa  
78% 

Latin  
America  

88% 

North  
America  

97% 

Access to research 
articles by region 

PRC Global Study - Phase 1 
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Going forward….We will continue working to closing 
remaining gaps 



Research4Life 

•Research4Life provides developing countries with free or low cost access  
•Eligible libraries and their users benefit from: 

•Online access to 17,000 peer-reviewed international scientific journals, books, and databases, including 
Elsevier’s 2,000 journals and its 7,000 e-books  
•Full-text articles which can be downloaded for saving, printing or reading on screen  
•Searching by keyword, subject, author or language  
•Training in information literacy and promotional support 

•Research4Life is a public-private partnership of the WHO, FAO, UNEP, Cornell and Yale Universities and the 
International Association of Scientific, Technical & Medical Publishers. 
 

• In 2012, R4L will also offer selected institutions based in countries excluded from the wider programme to access 
content under the same framework. 
 

•Elsevier is the single biggest contributor of articles to Research4Life 



…via philanthropic activities in specific areas 
(Research4Life – map of geographical Access) 



Tropical Disease Research Access 

• In 2011, Elsevier and the Royal Tropical Institute 
(KIT) in Amsterdam signed a memorandum of 
understanding to give researchers and librarians 
from 150 underfunded developing world 
institutes access to SciVerse ScienceDirect and 
SciVerse Scopus. 

• KIT works closely with these institutes in countries 
across the world and collaborates closely with the 
Research4Life training team. 

•Active in fields such as tropical medicine and 
sustainable development, the scientists are able to 
apply the information available in ScienceDirect and 
Scopus to the treatment and prevention of diseases 
such as HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis; promoting 
rural development with improved water, sanitation and 
food security; and other areas relevant to the UN 
Millennium Development Goals.  
 
•This targeted initiative complements Elsevier’s overall 
effort with Research4Life and the commitment to 
provide clinicians, researchers and policymakers in the 
developing world with access to the information they 
need to address critical health and sustainability 
challenges 
 
•The new agreement will expand access for five years, 
while sharing best practices in research and training 
with the Research4Life training group.  
 
 



Going forward….we will continue working to closing 
remaining gaps and address specific needs 

• Access to research at small and medium sized 
enterprises (SMEs) was identified by the PRC 
Access report as having the lowest percentage 
rating of access being easy of all constituents 
contacted. 

• As an example of publisher’s commitment to 
investigate access levels with SMEs, Elsevier and 
Springer entered into a project with the Dutch 
Government, the Dutch Publishers Association to 
assess the needs of SMEs in The Netherlands.  

• This project involved providing full access to 
ScienceDirect to a set of 12 SMEs to assess their 
access needs.  

• This project has now been running for eighteen 
months and apart from one SME that is affiliated to 
and provides research to the University of Leiden, 
full text usage for these SMEs has been extremely 
low. Within ScienceDirect we have observed on 
average 15 downloads per month for this project in 
2010.  
 

•These results may indicate that whilst SMEs indicate 
that access is important, when provided with full 
access to journal content their use is very low and 
sporadic.  
• We do not find these results surprising, due to the 
likelihood that access to journal content would only be 
necessary at particular stages of product development 
cycles within these types of companies.  



Access to Patients 

• Elsevier is continuing to experiment with 
transactional business models and in 2010 
launched a pilot with the DeepDyve article 
rental platform. 

• Through DeepDyve, members of the public 
can gain access to articles from over 250 
of Elsevier’s journals at a very low cost. 

• A 24-hour article rental to read-only PDF 
is provided on a rental price per article 
between $0.99 and $3.99. 

• To assist in enabling access to medical 
articles, Elsevier has transitioned those 
journals that were previously included in the 
PatientResearch programme to DeepDyve.  

• Not only does this facilitate access, but it 
has also meant a reduction in the cost of 
this access from $5.00 per article to the 
prices listed above. 
 



We will continue to enable free access to ground 
braking discoveries 

• It is established practice at Elsevier to make articles of noticeable impact to research 
communities freely accessible to non-subscribers on ScienceDirect.  
 

• As an example, every year we open up articles from Nobel Price Laureates to support a 
broader showcase of their noteworthy research outputs.  
 
 
 

• Similarly, we have opened up access to all articles published in Physics Letters B which 
report results from all four LHC collaborations in partnership with CERN. This is a 
significant step that Elsevier has taken to support access to breakthrough research. 
 

://www.elsevier.com/about/history/nobel-tribute/2011/economics/articles 

http://www.elsevier.com/about/open-access/open-access-options
http://www.elsevier.com/about/open-access/open-access-options
http://www.elsevier.com/about/open-access/open-access-options
http://www.elsevier.com/about/open-access/open-access-options
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• We are open to any mechanism that can close remaining access gaps while ensuring our ongoing 

commitment to quality and sustainability 
 

•  A high-quality and sustainable scholarly communication system results from a balanced mix of 
access mechanisms, and not any single mechanism.  
 

• Challenge of integrating into a much wider community – researchers, universities, libraries, funding 
organisations, corporations, governments, societies and the wider public 
 

• We will continue to encourage active engagement and discussions about access and use an 
evidence-based approach to develop our access policies.  We are investing our resources in 
developing new initiatives, expanding our open access and other access initiatives, and in developing 
our policies. 
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Thank you! 

Questions? 

f.rosetta@elsevier.com 
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