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Huginn and Muninn



The Tromsø Study

The Tromsø Study goes open access

https://vimeo.com/119831909


UiT The Arctic University of Norway
Strategy of open access/open data

• University strategy 2009-2013
• Open Access should be be the preferred dissemination channel for research 

results
• Open Access Policy approved by the University board in 2010

• UiT 2020: Developing the High North
• No explicit mention of Open Access/Open Data
• Policy on Research Data approved by the University board in March 2017.

• UIT 2022: Developing the High North (to be approved)
• UiT shall be nationally leading on Open Science and research articles should be 

made openly accessible whenever possible



Open Access



Munin Open Research Archive



PhD thesis, master thesis and articles

Masteroppgaver Doktoravhandlinger

År

Antall 
godkjente 
oppgaver Antall i Munin %  i Munin

Ikke 
ferdigbehandlet – 
fordelt på 
innleveringsår

Antall godkjente 
avhandlinger Antall i Munin %  i Munin

2016 905 690 76,2 % 41 92 88 95,7 %
2015 827 662 80,0 % 4 95 80 84,2 %
2014 743 618 83,2 % 2 102 88 86,3 %
2013 611 467 76,4 % 0 122 104 85,2 %
2012 626 460 73,5 % 0 110 97 88,2 %
2011 568 384 67,6 % 0
2010 553 368 66,5 % 0



An active university library staff



Where are we today?



Key elements for success

• Firmly secured in the leadership of the organisation at all levels

• A service-minded library that cares (passionately) about Open Access, 
Open Data and Open Science

• Makes it easy for researchers to upload articles in the institutional 
research archive

• Checks that we as researchers comply with the requirements of 
publishers for uploaded manuscripts

• Reminds us about the importance of Open Access publishing
• Provides supports for Gold Open Access publishing

• Open access fund to help support OA publishing

• Open access journals of high international standing



Open Data



Principles and guidelines for research data 
management at UiT: Researcher responsibility
• For research at UiT that is not organised as a project, the employee carrying out the research is 

responsible the research data. For research projects, the project manager is responsible for the 
research data unless otherwise agreed and regulated by contract.

• The researcher shall write a data management plan in an early phase of the project and preferably 
within six months of the start of the project.

• The researcher shall ensure that the research data is securely stored, backed up, and archived, in 
accordance with the Information security management system at UiT

• The researcher shall make the research data openly available for future use by all relevant users, 
providing this is not prevented by any legal, ethical, security, or commercial reasons.

• The research data shall be made openly accessible as early as possible. 

• Research data shall be equipped with standardised metadata that enable other researchers to search 
for and use the data.

• The research data shall be equipped with licenses for access, reuse, and dissemination. These 
licenses should be internationally recognised and set as few limitations as possible regarding access 
to, reuse, and dissemination of the data



Principles and guidelines for research data 
management at UiT: Postgraduate and supervisor 

responsibility
• Postgraduate research students and their supervisors shall ensure that research data management is 

planned and documented at the start of the research project in the form of a data management plan.

• The supervisor has the main responsibility for ensuring that research data funded by UiT or a third 
party is delivered to the supervisor when the student completes his/her programme of study at UiT. 



Principles and guidelines for research data 
management at UiT: Institutional responsibility
• UiT shall offer guidance and support in the development of data management plans.

• UiT shall offer the data archiving and publishing service UiT Open Research Data, which makes 
research data openly available for reuse, providing legal, ethical, security or commercial reasons do 
not prevent open access. UiT shall offer training and support to researchers so they can archive and 
openly publish their data in UiT Open Research Data or in other reliable external repositories, and 
advise the researchers how to equip each deposit with standardised metadata.

• UiT shall facilitate that research data is made openly accessible for use as early as possible and at the 
lowest possible cost. 

• UiT shall offer guidance and support to set licenses for access, reuse, and dissemination of research 
data. 

• UiT shall offer guidance and support to researchers who have third party agreements and contracts

• All training, support and guidance UiT offers shall aspire to meet best practice.

• UiT is responsible for assessing the sharing of and access to research data resulting from research at 
UiT.



UiT Open Research Data



TroLLing

Tromsø Repository of Language and Linguistics



DataverseNO



Saving Data for the Future



Research Data Portal



Training

Slide: Helene N. Andreassen and Lene Østvand, UB-UiT



Steps to success
• Firmly secured in the leadership of the organisation at all levels

• Unified solution, close collaboration between the research services units, the university 
library and the information technology services at the university

• A service-minded library that cares (passionately) about Open Data

• Makes it easy for researchers to upload data
• Helps create a data management plan

• Train the new generation

• Data storage solutions should be made available from the start of the project, as 
described in the data management plan

• Assign DOI to data to make the data citable

• Use open (institutional) data repositories for storing the data for a research paper 
(supplementary information). Both paper and data become citable.



How actively and frequently do I encourage 
our staff to publish OA?



”Your outstretched hand, the Russian’s wave, 
appear ambiguous. Forgive my bluntness.” *

* From the libretto to John Adam’s opera “Nixon in China”, libretto by Alice Goodman

Position of the Norwegian Government

• Scientific publications from publically funded 
research shall be made openly accessible. 
Researchers should explore the possibilities for OA 
publication and choose OA journals when 
scientifically appropriate. It should the exception 
that publically funded research is not made 
accessible in research repositories.

• […]

• Institutions and consortia that negotiate 
agreements with publishers must ensure that these 
agreements promotes OA without an increase in 
cost, and that there is transparency about the 
content of the agreement.

• [...]

Research Council of Norway’s 
(RCN) policy on Open Access

The RCN demands Open Access of all 
scientific publications arising from 
research funded in part or in full by the 
RCN. All such publications should be 
deposited in institutional archives.

The rights of researchers to freely choose 
publication channel for scientific 
publications is an important part of 
academic freedom. […] The RCN 
therefore encourages researchers funded 
by the RCN to choose journals with Open 
Access.

The RCN wants to encourage full open
access to scientific publications (”gold 
open access”). 



”Your outstretched hand, the Russian’s wave, 
appear ambiguous. Forgive my bluntness.” *

* From the libretto to John Adam’s opera “Nixon in China”, libretto by Alice Goodman

“This is an excellent centre with an outstanding programme of 
research that is ambitious and yet fulfilling those ambitions. The 
scientific outcome in published papers is impressive, there are 
many papers in high-impact journals such as Nature and Science.”

Research Council of Norway’s 
(RCN) policy on Open Access

The RCN demands Open Access of all 
scientific publications arising from 
research funded in part or in full by the 
RCN. All such publications should be 
deposited in institutional archives.

The rights of researchers to freely choose 
publication channel for scientific 
publications is an important part of 
academic freedom. […] The RCN 
therefore encourages researchers funded 
by the RCN to choose journals with Open 
Access.

The RCN wants to encourage full open
access to scientific publications (”gold 
open access”). 



”Your outstretched hand, the Russian’s wave, 
appear ambiguous. Forgive my bluntness.” *

* From the libretto to John Adam’s opera “Nixon in China”, libretto by Alice Goodman



San Francisco Declaration
of Research Assessment

• Only Norwegian institution that 
has signed: UiT The Arctic 
University of Norway

• A promise from UiT to applicants 
applying for positions at UiT

• Gives no safety for our own 
researchers in how they will be 
evaluated by funding bodies (or 
other institutions)

• In principle not difficult to 
implement in routines and 
practices

• Challenge to ensure full 
compliance in practice



Thank you for your attention!
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