Maximilianus Hell’s manuscript
Lucis Boreae Theoria nova (c. 1770)

After the death of Maximilianus Hell (1720-1792), his manuscripts were for several decades
in private hands. Around the year 1830, however, the Vienna University Observatory received
a substantial collection of his manuscripts. This collection is now kept in the Rare Books and
Manuscripts Collection of the Fachbereichsbibliothek Astronomie at the Institut fur
Astrophysik of the University of Vienna.

In 2003 and 20086, | visited this institute, collecting materials for my PhD thesis, Maximilianus
Hell (1720-1792) and the Eighteenth-Century Transits of Venus: A Study of Jesuit Science in
Nordic and Central European Contexts (UiT, 2012 [FULLTEXT]). Among the documents
| photographed was the manuscript of his treatise on the Aurora Borealis, the Lucis Boreaz
Theoria nova. The photos were meant for private use; | did, however, receive permission to
publish them thanks to assistance from professor Maria G. Firneis.

The quality of the images could obviously have been better, though the prime concern here is
to provide the reader with documentation in the form of facsimiles that are legible, if not
necessarily pleasing to the eye. Someone affiliated to the institute has added a cover
(reproduced on the very last page of this PDF) with some information regarding the
manuscript. | am not convinced, however, that the extant manuscript is identical to the one
that was sent to the printer for publication (Druckhandschrift). Instead, it appears to represent
the paper as it was presented to the Royal Society of Sciences in Copenhagen in March 1770,
possibly with some additions (compare pp. 15a and 37a).

For a short, biographical introduction on Maximilianus Hell as well as a summary of contents
of his treatise, see Aurorae Borealis Studia Classica, Vol. IV (2016) [FULLTEXT].

Tromsg, 6 December 2016

- Per Pippin Aspaas
PhD, Senior Academic Librarian
UiT The Arctic University of Norway

Chev | © 2016 The author(s). This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly credited.
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