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Immediate 
potential for 
Open Access: 
 
88 journals 
with 22 per 
cent of the 
articles. 
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Within reach: 
 
Half of the 
publications 



 
Idunn.no Nordic journals online 
 

 

 Started in 2004 with 30 journals from Universitetsforlaget 

 Now includes 47 journals, also from other publishers 

 Available through subscriptions 

 Also available, in Denmark and Norway so far, through a license 
agreement giving full access to all journals for consortia of 
higher education and research institutions 
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Mainly the humanities 
and social sciences 
 
Mainly in the Nordic 
languages 
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A limited success 

 Ordinary subscriptions go down  
 while the libraries in the higher education sector hesitate to 

compensate with a higher price for the license 

 The need for subsidies increase 
 while the research councils expect them to decrease. 
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An example: An article in the 
Norwegian Journal of 
Sociology 
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This same article is covered 
by forskning.no, 
one of the most visited web 
pages by the Norwegian 
general public. 
 
With links to similar articles, 
but with no link to the 
original publication! 
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Because society has to pay 
for access to this article.  



Principles behind the use of 
institutional data in a national 
information system 
 
• Completeness: All scholarly 

publications should be included 
 

• Transparency: Every institution 
can see and check all other 
institutions’ data. The national 
database is also online and open 
to society at large. 
 

• Multiple use of the data: CV’s, 
applications, evaluations, annual 
reports, internal administration, 
bibliography for Open Archives, 
links to full text, etc. 

 

 



A sustainable business model for this type of journals? 
(scholarly and subsidized in the humanities and social sciences) 

 A free and online journal portal for society at large 

 Partly funded by the research council, partly paid for by the 
research institutions through their libraries 

 No subscriptions. Instead the institutions pay according to the 
share of publications originating from their institution. 
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The institutions need to see 
themselves as more than 
individual subscribers. 
These journals publish a 
major part of their own 
research in the social 
sciences and humanities. 



A sustainable business model for this type of journals? 
(scholarly and subsidized in the humanities and social sciences) 

 The research council in collaboration with institutions: 
 Sets the criteria for a journal’s admission to the portal, and decides 

on the basis of research needs and quality 
 Checks the quality and use of the journal by using statistics from 

the portal 

 The publisher of the portal: 
 Coordinates all activities professionally, develops the portal further, 

and shares the resources and daily responsibilities with the 
journals’ editorial organizations 
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