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Overview 
• What is Open Access? 

 
• Assess the pros and cons of different models 

 
• What is the RSC doing in this area?  
 





What is Open Access? 

The advocates: 
• Government 
• Funding organisations 
• Libraries 
• Universities 
 

 

Open access (OA) is the availability of electronic 
content to readers without any access payment 

• Research communities 
• Patient advocacy groups 
• The Public (tax payers) 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Finch report !



• Self-funded researchers 
• Low funded fields / nations 
• Multiple authors / mandates / funders 
• Ethical risks 
• Society publishers’ charitable activities 
• High impact journals require much higher open 

access fees 

What are the challenges / risks? 



Gold Open Access fees 

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

U
SD

 



“RSC supports Open Access models which seek to 
ensure that scholarly publishing activities operate in 
a long term sustainable way”  
 
RSC content satisfies the fundamental pillars of scholarly 
publishing, namely:  
• Certification (validation of quality and integrity)  
• Registration (recognition of achievement)  
• Accessibility (unparalleled online access, worldwide)  
• Archiving (reliable perpetual accessibility)  
• Discoverability (industry leading services to identify content)  

 
 

What is the RSC’s view? 



Services RSC Publishing provides 
• Soliciting new submissions and authors 
• Managing submissions and peer-review 
• Recruitment, training and support of Editors & Editorial 

Boards 
• Editing/typesetting/issue production 
• Publication (online & print) & dissemination 
• Archiving – creating a permanent record 
• Discoverability / promotion / marketing / sales 
• Innovations 
 
To achieve this we need to operate a sustainable business 
model 



Current landscape - OA articles by field 
 

• PLoS ONE DOI: 10.1371/journal.pone.0011273 

 



1. Subscription model – traditional model 

 
2. ‘Gold’ open access 

 
3. ‘Green’ open access 

Access to research 
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3 main models for publishing research…Subscription model (reader pays for publisher-maintained article)‘Gold’ open access (publisher-maintained article is available to all upon publication)‘Green’ open access (deposition in repository, article is available after an embargo period, version varies)Close with “The ideal of Open Access is that publicly funded research should be freely available to all as soon as it is published”



‘Article Processing Charge/Fee’ is paid on acceptance 
 

Paper is free for everyone to read from date of publication 
 

Advantages 
• Paper freely available immediately 
• Authors still receive ‘value-added’ services from publisher 
• Potentially sustainable business model 
Disadvantages 
• Cost could discourage some authors to publish 
• Changeover expensive for institutes who pay to publish OA and also 

read non-open content 
 
 

Gold Open Access 
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Paper initially published in a subscription journal 
 

Deposited in an open access repository after an embargo 
period 
 

Advantages 
• Free for researchers (but repositories still cost money to set-up and 

run) 
• Majority of publishers already allow some form of deposition 
Disadvantages 
• Embargoes: latest research is not freely accessible 
• Archiving: no version control of article deposited  
• Limited search facilities and discoverability 
• Unsustainable business model 

Green Open Access 
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Not independently self sustainingUnsustainable business model - Green open access is only possible if there is a subscription model to support it – however, if critical mass leads to decline in journal subscriptions; no replacement revenue for publishers and therefore no therefore no subscription model to run alongside 



Summary: Current situation 
Rapid growth of OA journals and institutional repositories 
 
Individual funding agency mandates - varying policies which 
can be confusing 
 
Publisher experimentation continues 
 
OA is fast moving, we are in a transition period 
 
RSC wants to work with the community to support them, and 
be involved in the on-going discussions 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Open_Access_PLoS.svg


How is the RSC Responding 



Who we are  The world’s leading    
   chemistry community   
 
What we do Advancing excellence in the  
   chemical sciences  
 
Why we do it  To shape the future of the   
   chemical sciences for the   
   benefit of science and humanity 
 
What drives us  Bringing chemical scientists  
   together; promoting and  
   sharing knowledge and 
   ideas 
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What do we do? 
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RSC Open Access Policy 
• RSC Gold OA option available since 2006: 

£1,000 (communication / technical note) 
£1,600 (full paper) 
£2,500 (review) 
 

• Discounts for key customers 
 - RSC members and institutes subscribing to journal packages 
• In 2012, ~0.2% uptake (~50 papers) 
• In 2013, already >1%, expected to rise… 
 
RSC allow authors to deposit accepted article version in a  
non-commercial repository; embargo period of 12 months applies 

 
 



• We recognise researchers are being asked to publish OA, but 
may not have the funding  

• A reward for all RSC Gold subscribing institutions 
• Institutions get voucher codes to publish Gold OA free of 

charge 
• Number of voucher codes received is what the institution pays 

for RSC Gold divided by £1,600 
• £6Million invested in free Gold OA voucher codes for RSC 

Gold members 
 

"The more that this type of thinking can be seen to permeate 
throughout the publishing industry, the better." 
Ron Egginton, Department for Business, Innovation and 
Skills 
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Results so far 

• >600 Institutions qualify for Gold for Gold Voucher Codes 
 

• 508 articles from 129 different institutions in 24 countries 
 

• Institutions include: 
• Cambridge University (UK) 
• UCLA (US) 
• University of Queensland (Australia) 
• Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (India) 
• Chuo University (Japan) 
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What do Librarians think? 

• ."  
Lorraine Estelle, Chief Executive of JISC 

   
• "The University of Queensland Library is very excited to 

participate in the RSC's Gold for Gold initiative as it adds to 
the Library's support for Open Access at UQ. 

"This initiative is welcomed, and will serve to promote Open Access publishing to 
researchers."  
Lesley Gray, University of Cambridge, UK 
 

"The Gold for Gold initiative is a great opportunity to introduce the Open Access 
Road to our researchers in Chemistry."  
Margareta Fathli, KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Sweden 

"The University of Queensland Library is very excited to 
participate in the RSC's Gold for Gold initiative as it adds to 
the Library's support for Open Access to faculty at UQ.“ 
Heather Todd, University of Queensland 
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A changing role for Librarians? 

 
 

 

• Custodians 
• Communicators 
• Promoters 
• Advisors 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Ensuring Researchers benefit – A 
changing role for Librarians! 
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So with this initiative Librarians are working closer with faculty – they are the custodiansCollateral is available to help Librarians support ResearchersThere have been a couple of examples of great communications by librarians to faculties in the US at UCSF and UCLA. Again this all ties in with a  changing academic landscape and the need for Librarians to have knowledge of all OA opportunities.



More Info 

 
 

  rsc.li/open-access 

rsc.li/goldforgold 
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And what are we doing for 
Green? 

We recognise researchers are required by funding agencies to publish 
articles OA! 
 
SO… 
• New  Chemical Sciences Article Repository – JUST LAUNCHED 
• a subject specific OA repository for chemistry papers, hosting papers 

and linking through to the publisher’s article of record 
 
WHY? 
Unsustainable as the primary model of OA publishing, BUT 
• Important that the quality of the published record is maintained 
• Our mission is to promote, support and celebrate Chemistry 
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Chemical Science Repository 
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Benefits of our Repository 
For Researchers 
• Provides easy access to chemistry OA articles in a single place 
 
For Funders 
• Collects funded papers in one place – easing process of checking 

compliance  
 
For institutions and Librarians 
• Improves the discoverability of the quality work of researchers in your 

organisation – raising your profile 
 
“a collection of chemistry data curated by the Royal Society of  
Chemistry will be of significant value to the worldwide chemistry 
community.”  Prof  Philip Gale, Head of Chemistry, University of 
Southampton 
 



Summary 

• We supports both Gold and Green 
Open Access models 

• Gold is the sustainable model 
• Gold for Gold has been very well 

received. 
• We will continue to improve on our 

offerings, including Chemical 
Science Repository 

 



More information: 
Websites 
http://rsc.li/open-access 
http://rsc.li/goldforgold 
E-mail 
oconnorb@rsc.org 
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