
DOING HUMANITIES IN A DIGITAL AGE:
THE HUMLAB CASE

Stefan Gelfgren

Humlab 

Umeå University



2



Why?

... to inspire, initiate & develop ...

... research, education, and 

collaboration ...

... to be an intellectual environment ...

... Infrastructure ...

... within Digital Humanities ...
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WHO & WHAT

• Founded by the faculty and by external grants. 

• 16 on the staff list– 1/4 staff, 1/4 admin., 1/2 tech staff

• 10-15 PhD students with DH-affiliation

• 10 senior (affiliated) Faculty at the Faculty of Arts

• Studio environment – open 24/7

• Seminars, shourt courses, workshops... 

• Research projects – our own or in collaboration

• Teaching projects in collaboration with Faculty programs/courses

• PhD courses

• Separate assignment: Technical & pedagogical support at the faculty
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Open
Transperant
Mixed areas
Mix of activities



HUMLAB – A PHYSICAL AND INTELLECTUAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE (FOR DH)



Pedagogiskt-tekniskt stöd 
Forskarutbildning 
Grundutbildning 
IKT-coach 
Kortkurser
Seminarier

Digital humaniora (doktorandkurser)
Digitala projekt, Medieproduktion …
Ny teknik i forskning och undervisning

”Digital pedagogy”
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Digital practices



Tools and methods –
Visulization, textual analysis & databases


