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Humanities




“Information design is defined as the art and science of preparing
iInformation so that it can be used by human beings with
efficiency and effectiveness”.

—Robert E. Hom, 2000



Information
Architecture

Source: re-drawn from Cairo (2013), The Functional Art, fig. 1.9, p. 18
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Information
Architecture

re-drawn '
from Cairo (2013), The Functional Art, fig. 1.9, p. 18



AnaIySIS --------------------------------------------- NarratIOn

Data Visualization Informaton Graphics
Raw data Interpreted data
No editing —ditorial processes
Science Media

Source: re-drawn from a presentation by Paolo Ciuccarelli



to make complex phenomena (visually) accessible and “usable”

—Paolo Ciuccarell
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- No strict rules exist to create effective visualizations -
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Practcally speaking ...
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Source: sketches from a
Design Sprint in the COST Action
"‘Reassembling the Republic of Letters”




Geographical data

Historical vs modern perspective
Boundaries change over time
Different granularities and hierarchies




eI TAE Yoo\ | people || languages

show letters from a_H to a_H

IRELAND

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

CONTEMPORARY HISTORICAL

ZEELAND

SCOTLAND

UNITED KINGDOM

FRANCE

SWEDEN
DENMARK

NETHERLANDS

GERMANY
GELDERLAND
EAST CENTRAL EUROPE
CENTRAL EUROPE
AUSTRIA
HUNGARY
SWITZERLAND

ITALY ROMANIA

POLAND

UKRAINE

GREECE TURKEY

ENGLAND
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
WALES
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NORTH AMERICA
GENEVA
PORTUGAL
TIME
1450 1500
1400

Include unknown/uncertain

1750

Source: mockup
from a Design Sprint
N the COST Action
‘Reassembling the
Republic of Letters”



LY F ATl | people || languages

show letters from all to all CONTEMPORARY

HUNTINGDONSHIRE
MIDDLESEX

ESSEX

VIRGINIA PLANTATIONS
DENBIGHSHIRE

KENT
SURREY
SPANISH NETHERLANDS
UNITED PROVINCES
SILESIA
KINGDOM OF POLAND
HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE
BOHEMIA ROYAL PRUSSIA
PRUSSIA
KINGDOM OF FRANCE
SWISS CONFEDERATION KINGDOM OF HUNGARY PRINCIPALITY OF TRANSYLVANIA
OTTOMAN EMPIRE
TIME Source: mockup
1450 1500 from a Design Sprint
I in the COST Actior
1400 1750 ‘Reassembling the

. Republic of Letters’
Include unknown/uncertain




LY F ATl | people || languages

show letters from all to all CONTEMPORARY

HUNTINGDONSHIRE

MIDDLESEX
ESSEX
VIRGINIA PLANTATIONS
KENT DENBIGHSHIRE
SURREY

SPANISH NETHERLANDS

FRANCONIAN
IMPERIAL CIRCLE

UNITED PROVINCES
ELECTORAL SAXONY

LOWER RAENISH-WESTPHALIAN
MPERIAL CIRCLE UPPER SAXON

IMPERIAL CIRCLE
LOWER SAXON

IMPERIAL CIRCLE SILESIA

AUSTRIAN

PERIAL CIRCLE  opgR

KINGDOM OF POLAND
PRUSSIA

SWABIAN IMPERIAL CIRCLE
UPPER RHENISH IMPERIAL CIRCLE

BOHEMIA ROYAL PRUSSIA
BAVARIAN IMPERIAL CIRCLE

PRUSSIA
A\ECTORAL RHENISCH IMPERIAL CIRCLE
KINGDOM OF FRANCE
SWISS CONFEDERATION KINGDOM OF HUNGARY PRINCIPALITY OF TRANSYLVANIA
HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE
OTTOMAN EMPIRE
TIME Source: mockup
1450 1500 from a Design Sprint
I in the COST Action
1400

1750 "Reassembling the
. Republic of Letters’
Include unknown/uncertain




YA YoloV'l | people | [ languages

show letters from upper rhenish imperial circle to all CONTEMPORARY

HUNTINGDONSHIRE
MIDDLESEX

ESSEX

VIRGINIA PLANTATIONS
DENBIGHSHIRE

SURREY
SPANISH NETHERLANDS

FRANCQNIAN
IMPERIAL

LOWER RAENISH-WESTPHALIAN
MPERIAL CIRCLE

UPPER SAXON
IMPERIAL CIRCLE

LOWER SAXO

IMPERIAL CIRCLRA SILESIA

AUSTRIAN
PERIAL CIRCLE

KINGDOM OF POLAND

SWABIAN IMPERIAL CIRCL

BOHEMIA ROYAL PRUSSIA

BAVARIAN IMPERIAL CIFf

PRUSSIA
A\ECTORAL RHENISCH IMP%
KINGDOM OF FRANCE
KINGDOM OF HUNGARY PRINCIPALITY OF TRANSYLVANIA
HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE
OTTOMAN EMPIRE
TIME Source: mockup
1450 1500 from a Design Sprint
I in the COST Action
1400 1750 "Reassembling the

, Republic of Letters”
Include unknown/uncertain




Tempor

Dates m

al data

ISSING

Dates in

erreo

Co-existence of three calendars
Dates uncertain or vague



Timeline with degrees of fuzziness

TIME

1450 1500

1400

Ilnclude unknown/uncertain

Include date ranges that can e inferred together with their probabillity
Different levels of likelihood when drilling down to a more detailed view

1750

Source: mockup
from a Design Sprint
N the COST Action
‘Reassembling the
Republic of Letters”



Data on people’s lives and activities

Multidimensional data
Overviews vs drill-downs



Gantt-like charts and dispersion plots

Hartlib : : ; ; :

1590 1600 1610 1620 1630 1640 1650 1660 1670

Color coding: main topic, main language, ...

Source: mockup
from a Design Sprint
N the COST Action
‘Reassembling the
Republic of Letters”
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§ geography literature

§ astronomy
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Conversation threads

1590

1670

Source: mockup
from a Design Sprint
N the COST Action
‘Reassembling the
Republic of Letters”



30 90 received letters

Dury_John

Hartlib

A OR

Moriaen_Johann
Culpeper_Cheney
Beale_John
HuUbner_Joachim NI
Streso_Caspar Il
Figulus_Petr
Austen_Ralph [{]]
Komensky_Jan Amos ||l
Worsley_Benjamin ||l
Dymock_Cressy [l
Oldenburg_Henry [l
Wood_Robert |l
Mercator_Nicolaus ||l
Horn_Georg |l

— 2 58 sent letters

RECIPIENTS

Pell_John Il Pell_John

Kinner_Cyprian
Polemann_Joachim
Worthington_John
Roe_Thomas (Sir)

Dury_Dorothy Moore (née King) [l

Appelius_Heinrich i
Child_Robert [ll
Jonston_Johannes (Dr) |l
Hall_John I

More_Henry (Dr) |l
Speed_William (fl. 1631)
Suatosius_John |l
Wartensky_Samuel ||
Mede_Joseph |j
Sadler_John ||

Worthington_John

llllll Boyle_Robert

Individual actvity

and reciprocity of exchange

Source: mockup
from a Design Sprint
N the COST Action
‘Reassembling the
Republic of Letters”
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100 Best Novels SIGN-UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER

Join our newsletter and receive updates on

Top 100 100 Best Novels 100 Best Nonfiction  Radcliffe’s Rival 100 Best Novels List Modern Library releases right in your inbox.

 SUBMIT
THE BOARD'S LIST THE READER'S LIST
1. ULYSSES 1. ATLAS SHRUGGED
by James Joyce by Ayn Rand SEARCH THE SITE
2. THE GREAT GATSBY 2. THE FOUNTAINHEAD
by F. Scott Fitzgerald by Ayn Rand EARC
3. A PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST AS A YOUNG 3. BATTLEFIELD EARTH
MAN by L. Ron Hubbard
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4. THE LORD OF THE RINGS SEARCH FOR A TITLE OR AUTHOR

4. LOLITA by J.R.R. Tolkien
2t 5. TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD
5. BRAVE NEW WORLD by Harper Lee m
by Aldous Huxley
6. 1984
6. THE SOUND AND THE FURY by George Orwell
by William Faulkner
7 ANTHEM OUR BESTSELLERS S
7. CATCH-22 by Ayn Rand http://Mmww.modernlibrary.com/
by Joseph Heller TAG Innovation School - all right reserved
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age at debut novel

distance between debut
and first masterpiece

age at fourth masterpiece |
age at [irst masterpiece

. . e at second masterpiece
age at third masterpiece 45 P

Source: extract from https./flic kr/o/hOQE6a]
Courtesy of https,//www.accurat.it/
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Jerome D. Salinger
G4 -New York

Ol

34

Immediate and early success,
small production

Anthony Powell
43 - London
05

S

Late success,
small production

Joseph Conrad

]

85, 67, 47, 46 -Berdychiv

Karly success,
high production

Source: extracts from https/flic. kr/o/hOE6a]
Courtesy of https:;/AMwww.accurat.it/
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From first
published

to masterpieces

Visualized are the authors of the 100 best
english novels of 1900 according to the
Modern Library ranking.

Authors are represented through circles
showing their life span where their debut
novel, their masterpiece(s) according to the
raking are positioned.

Authors’ order points out the time-gap
between the debut novel and the first
published novel selected from the Modern
Library ranking (masterpiece).

Debut novel and first masterpiece correspond
for the first 22 authors.

Information about authors’ hometown and
novels’ ranking are reported as well.

Sources:

biography.com, britannica.com, modernlibrary.com

How to read it?

Authors are ordered from
the earliest success to the last one.

colous
Asia, North America
Europe South America
Author name  nwimber
85 - Hometown 10vel ranking posiion
100 years_birth
death circumference
1€ Itfespan

.
~ distance "\'I'.t'l'i"l
. debut novel and first masterpiece

age at third masterpiece

age at fourth masterpiece

® ~ first masterpiece
coincide with debut

author still alive

novel published posthumous

The visualization has been designed

and produced by Accurat (www.accurat.it),
and was originally published in italian

on La Lettura the sunday cultural
supplement of Corriere della Sera.
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John Dos Passos
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Norman Mailer
51 -Long Branch
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25

James Joyce
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34
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James Dickey
42 -Atlanta

74
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47
William Faulkner
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Anthony Burgess
65 -Manchester

76
~
John Steinbeck
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Kurt Vonnegut
18 -Indianapolis
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Samuel Butler
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Ernest Hemingway John O’Hara
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62 65
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Thornton Wilder Arthur Koestler

37 - Madison 8 - Budapest
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William S. Maugham Henry Green
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Theodore Dreiser
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James Baldwin
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David H. Lawrence
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76 -Edinburgh
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Henry Miller
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15 -London
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Richard Hughes
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John Fowles
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Francis S. Fitzgerald
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Malcom Lowry
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Ford M. Ford

30, 57 - Merton
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James P. Donleavy
99 -New York
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®29

James M. Cain
98 -Annapolis

85
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Jack London

88 -San Francisco

40

Joseph Conrad
85, 67, 47, 46 -Berdychiv

67

Saul Bellow
81, 21 -Lachine

90

William Kennedy
92 -Albany
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Lawrence Durrell
70 -Jalandhar

James Jones
62 -Robinson

® 30

56

William Golding

41 -Newquay

82

Edward M. Forster
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91‘

Evelyn Waugh
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Edgar L. Doctorow
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Walker Percy
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Salman Rushdie

90 -Bombay
*
66

Philip Roth
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52 - Newark
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61 -Gore
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Norman Mailer

How to read Where the author was born
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Mapping the
Republic of Letters

Navigating big'data from the early modern period.
Source: http://republicofletters.stanford.edu/
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Source: Masud et al. (2010), From Data to Knowledge, fig. 1, p. 446
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