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The problem



Funders cannot reliably monitor the impact of shared 

research facilities. It’s hard to track which researchers 

have used those facilities, and see what publications, 

projects and future collaborations have emerged as a 

result of their investment.

“ROI” and impact



Funders support studentships, and provide training 

and career development grants, but they struggle 

to understand the career patterns and pathways of 

funded researchers as they move onwards through 

academia and industry.

Career tracking



We need to simplify the process of opening up 

access to research. It’s surprisingly difficult for 

researchers to show that they have complied with 

funder policies for outputs. 

Understanding openness



A recent survey by ORCID found that “the primary 

challenge reported by funders is connecting grants to 

subsequent research activities and outputs”

https://doi.org/10.23640/07243.9149240.v1

Just knowing what has happened



“Currently, researchers are typically asked to manually 

disclose what outputs have arisen from their funding. In the 

future, such disclosures would be fully automated. If a 

global ID system for grants was developed, publishers and 

repositories could require these to be disclosed on 

submission, and this data could then programmatically be 

passed to researcher assessment platforms.”

- Robert Kiley and Nina Frentrop, Wellcome



Open Funder Registry

• Launched 2012

• Taxonomy of funding bodies, each with its own 

DOI

• Grown from 4000 to 21,000 funders

• Donated and updated by Elsevier, CC-0

• github.com/CrossRef/open-funder-registry



https://search.crossref.org/funding

https://search.crossref.org/funding






But...

• 4.1m content items have some funder info

• 2.6m have a funder DOI associated with them

• Take up is surprisingly low

• The data contains inaccuracies and mistakes

• The onus is on authors and publishers to fill in 

the gaps 



The solution



We revived our Funder Group

Conversations with funders about infrastructure needs, DOIs to 

identify grants uniquely across funders.

• Working groups:

• Technical - gathering grant metadata schema elements

• Membership - information about budgets, needs, and 

funding activity

• Individual discussions with funders & ‘sponsors’ like Europe 

PMC





The benefits



Benefits of a global grant identifier

Grant IDs paint a richer picture of research support.

• Understand connections between projects and 

collaborators

• Identify pockets of expertise and emerging areas of 

activity

• Fill in gaps in the map of the research landscape with 

new data points and better quality information



Benefits of a global grant identifier

Help to maintain a healthier research environment.

• Less duplication of effort in overlapping grants or 

repeated projects

• Ask “who paid?” and check for any possible conflicts of 

interest in review and reading

• Understand the impact of funding on career 

development and activities



Benefits of a global grant identifier

Grant IDs offer easier, more accurate analysis 

• Search for grants, or for people, projects or 

organizations associated with grants

• Track the impact of funding shared infrastructures and 

facilities

• Simplify the process of research reporting with 

automatic matching of outputs to grants



The launch



The first grant IDs!

https://doi.org/10.35802/107769

https://doi.org/10.35802/207522

https://doi.org/10.35802/107769
https://doi.org/10.35802/207522


Landing page for a grant ID



And in publications

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0222922



Grant ID schema: input welcome

Schema information at: https://github.com/CrossRef/grantID-schema/

https://github.com/CrossRef/grantID-schema/


Grants tied to the articles tied 
to the data/software 
(DataCite) tied to researchers 
(ORCID) tied to the 
institutions (ROR).

The vision:



Get ready to implement grant 
IDs in your system - and to 
expose grant IDs in 
metadata.

The ask:



Tusen takk!
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