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PRESENTATION

LYONEL D. PERABO

• BA IN HISTORY (STARTED IN FRANCE)

• ONE YEAR EXCHANGE IN NORWAY

• WORKED IN TOURISM

• MA IN OLD NORSE RELIGION
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DISCOVERING OLD NORSE ACADEMIA

A VERY DIVERSE FIELD

• EVERYTHING ABOUT SAGAS/VIKINGS

• MOSTLY HISTORY/ LITERATURE/ RELIGION

• OLD NORSE RELIGION STUDIES: MIXES

HISTORY, PHILOLOGY, FOLKLORISTICS,

RELIGION HISTORY, ANTHROPOLOGY, 

LITERATURE HISTORY AND CODICOLOGY

• WORK AROUND PRIMARY SOURCES IS CRITICAL
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A MASTER STUDENT DISCOVERS ACADEMIC 
PUBLISHING

FIRST HURDLES

• OFF CAMPUS=FEWER RESOURCES

• INTER-LIBRARY LOANS = GODSEND

• NEED TO ACCESS LOCAL CAMPUS

• A FLURRY OF INACCESSIBLE ARTICLES

• COMMITTING TO OPEN ACCESS 
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DEALING WITH OLD BOOKS

THE ISSUE OF PRIMARY SOURCES

• OLDER EDITIONS SO-SO

• BETTER MATERIAL FROM 1920S ON

• ÍSLENZK FORNRIT = REFERENCE

• SECONDARY LIT. RAPIDLY REPLACED

• LIMITED DIGITIZATION AND PRINTS 
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CASE STUDY: THE PRE-CHRISTIAN 
RELIGIONS OF THE NORTH SERIES

A NEW REFERENCE WORK

• 4 VOLUMES, 2000 PAGES

• THE BEST SCHOLARS IN THE FIELD

• 2 ADDITIONAL COMPANION VOLUMES

• A PRICE THAT IS HARD TO FATHOM
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DIGITAL WORKAROUNDS

VARIOUS TYPES OF SITES

• PRIVATE AMATEUR PROJECTS

• GENERALIST ARCHIVING TOOLS

• ACADEMIC DATABASES

• PAGAN/ HEATHEN ENDEAVOR
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ONLINE NETWORKING

OLD NORSE ONLINE SPACES USES

• DISCUSS RECENT RESEARCH

• SHARE CALL FOR PAPERS/ POSITIONS

• SHARE ARTICLE DRAFTS

• ASK FOR SCANS OF RARE BOOKS
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CASE STUDY: OLD NORSE TRANSLATION GROUP

STARTED DURING LOCKDOWN 

• GET TEXT FROM ONLINE DATABASE

• WORK ON COMMON GOOGLE DOC

• USE ONLINE DICTIONARIES 

• MEET ON ZOOM ONCE A WEEK

• SENT ARTICLE TO OA JOURNAL
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WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR OLD NORSE 
SCHOLARS?

IT’S COMPLICATED

• FEW ACADEMIC POSITIONS

• SOCIAL MEDIA CAN BE AN OPTION

• NEW MARKET: VIKING-THEMED MEDIA

• USING RESEARCH/ WRITING SKILLS 
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TAKK FYRIR
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