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Background
• Published from 2007 with 1-2 issues per year
• Until 2021 hosted by Simon Fraser University 
• From January 2022: 

• Changes in editorial board
• Transition to UiT/Septentrio
• Doctoral consortia in cooperation with CEEGS
• Inclusion into Septentrio/UiT ‘ecosystem’



Septentrio support infrastructure
• Technical issues with transition
• Hosting of  journal & technical support (website, online 
submission system, metadata requirements, …)

• ‘Professionalization’ of  journal 
• Open access policies & licenses
• Research integrity and ethics statements, etc.
• DOI numbers
• Indexing
• Publication scores & numbers
• Manuscript checks: Crossref – Turn-it-in



Challenges:
• Academic work (evaluation of  incoming submission, peer-review 

process, assessment of  revisions, etc)  part of  research time
• Technical and logistical work  support from Septentrio/UB
• But what about type-setting, copy-editing & layout editing?
• Time-consuming tasks demanding relatively little expertise
• Ideal for good MA-students, PhD-candidates, or colleagues 

temporarily between jobs
• But how can we then avoid (self-)exploitation?  Need for 
funding 

• How to deal with AI-generated content?



Attempted solutions (Eludamos)
• Relatively large editorial board with clear distribution of  
responsibilities

• 2 co-editors-in-chief
• 1 book review editor
• 3 copy-editors
• 1 layout-editor
• 3 supporting MA students

• How to avoid exploitation of  editorial board members?
• Funding for typesetting & copy-editing (MA students):

• 2022-23 via ENCODE research network UiT
• 2024-2025 via local funds at UiB & FU Berlin

• Clear rules and procedures for AI-use



Other support



Your experiences?

•External funding sources for support of  diamond OA 
journals?

•Other support infrastructures?
•AI?
•Other challenges?
•Other solutions?



Working groups
1) Funding opportunities and other support for OA 

publishing
2) Technological challenges and opportunities of  online 

publishing
3) Cooperation between journals and other actors 

(academic institutions, research organizations, 
publishers, …)
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