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American Studies in Scandinavia at a glance
• Established journal: Founded in 1968, strong reputation in the field, 35-

40 000 article downloads per year
• “Owned” by the Nordic Association for American Studies, “housed” by 

the Copenhagen Business School Library, which uses Open Journal 
Systems publishing software

• Two issues per year with 3-5 articles and ca. 3 book reviews in each 
issue, frequent special issues

• Receives 30-40 article submissions per year and accepts  6-8 of these 
(ca. 20% acceptance rate)

• Articles are open access under Creative Commons license, no author 
fees

• Was a print journal, recently went fully digital (2022)



Editorial structure of ASiS
• Editorial team: Executive editor nominated by the editorial board 

for 4-year term (shifts  between Nordic countries), s tudent 
editorial assistant

• In the past, professional layouter/designer but currently, all editing 
and layout from initial gathering of submissions

• Labor intensive: A “labor of love” produced through cooperative, 
artisanal work



The question of funding
• Leftover budget from previous grants  is  dwindling
• Have applied for funding from Norwegian Kulturdirektoratet (so far 

unsuccessful)
• Can ask parent organization for help with funding from 

membership dues (not preferable)
• Worst case scenario: Executive editor performs all editorial tasks 

for “free”



How do we cope?
• Capable team with a good working relationship (editorial board, 

executive editor, editorial assistant)
• Streamlining of tasks (creation of style sheets  and page templates 

for future use)
• Large, established network of potential reviewers (organized list)





Challenges going forward

Lack of funding=> 
More work done “in house”

Transition from paper to digital: 
Need to update format?

The challenge of AI:  Increasing 
number of submissions show 

signs of “chatbotting”



The journal’s AI policy
“Ple a se  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  jou rn a l d oe s  n o t  a cce p t  w ork  g e n e ra t e d  b y a r t ificia l 

in t e llig e n ce / ch a t b o t s  u n d e r  a n y cir cu m st a n ce s . Th is includes both  text tha t has been  

gene ra ted  by AI and  text tha t has been  m odified  using  language  checking  software . The  use  of 

such  software  to  check language  b lu rs the  d istinction  be tween  an  au thor’s own  con ten t and  

ideas and  con ten t and  ideas gene ra ted  by AI. In  add ition , wh ile  the  re su lting  text m ay be  free  of 

g ram m atica l e rrors, it  re ads as m echan ica l and  lacking  in  dep th . If the  jou rna l’s ed itor suspects 

tha t AI/ cha tbots have  been  re lied  upon  in  e ithe r the  writing  or the  ed iting  of a  subm ission , the  

ed itor will con tact the  au thor to  request a  cla rifica tion  of the ir u se  of AI. Following  th is, if the  

ed itor fee ls tha t the  question  of AI use  rem ains unclea r or p rob lem atic, the  ed itor will de fe r to  

the  jou rna l’s ed itoria l board  for a  fina l decision . Please  note  tha t the  jou rna l re se rves the  righ t 

to  re ject subm issions in  case s in  wh ich  AI use  is  suspected  and  the  a rticle ’s au thor fa ils  to  cla rify 

the  situa tion  su fficien tly.”
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