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Easy fix? 
Many images lack an alternative description.  Can you use AI to add 

texts to images? We used Claude on 100 random images. Where the 

publisher has made an effort to supply alt-text, they did better than 

the AI. The AI gets confused by characters and icons, which might be 

improved by changing the prompt. Ironically, AI works best for 

complex images.

How did we grade?

Easy fix? Can we improve the description of pictures, using the AI tool 

Claude? We tested this for 100 random images from books 

of the OAPEN collection. Where the publisher has made an 

effort to supply alt-text, they did better than the AI. The AI 

gets confused by characters and icons, which might be 

improved by changing the prompt. Ironically, AI works best 

for complex images.

Focus on: Alt-text

DO
- use an empty string for purely decorative 

images.
- when an image is meant to convey an action, 

try to use a single word: download" or "email".

- be concise.
- remember that the purpose of a cover image is 

to intrigue a reader.

- use the language of the text for the alt-text

- think about what an image is meant to convey

DON'T
- use text like "image" or "figure 22" 

in alt-text. That's just taunting a blind 

reader.
- use the file name for alt text

- repeat what is already in a caption.

- describe details that are irrelevant to 

the narrative.
- describe logos. Just identify them.

- make up shit

Alt-text: Dos and don’ts

Presentation template: Slidesgo, icons by Flaticon, infographics and images by Freepik

EPUB accessibility grades (1157 books):
● A (156 books) These EPUB3 files had useful alt-text and accessibility data.
● B (226 books) These EPUB3 books had accessibility data but no useful alt-text.
● C (443 books) These EPUB3 files need accessibility mitigation.
● D (329 books) These EPUB2 files will be hard to upgrade for accessibility.
● F (13 books) These books failed to download as EPUB files.

PDF accessibility grades (based on 1000 randomly sampled books):
● A (5 books): These PDFs comply with WCAG-1 and PDF-UA accessibility 
requirements.
● B or C (714 books): These PDFs comply with WCAG-1 requirements but fail 
PDF-UA accessibility requirements.
● D (251 books): These PDF fail all requirements tested.
● F (20 books): The PDFs could not be opened. (Either too big or not valid PDF)
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