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Here’s the
plan.

1. We talk about rad 
publishing stuff

2. We look at some 
example zines

3. You make a zine
4. We talk about your rad 

zines



You need:

1. A piece of paper (preferably letter size)

2. A pencil (ideally, but you can make do without)

3. At least one pen (more encouraged, plus highlighters, 

markers etc.)

4. Scissors (or the confidence to carefully tear paper with 

your hands)

Zine making 101



(Most) Publishers 
suck.



But Publishing is 
cool, actually.



And it always has 
been!



Pamphlet culture

Radical publishing through the ages

1. Flourished following widespread 
access to the printing press

2. Often consisted of a single 
sheet of paper, folded and 
stapled

3. Helped to spread radical and 
revolutionary ideas, as well as 
the opposite



Zine Culture

Radical publishing through the ages

1. Combined hands-on creation 
with print culture and simple 
technologies like photocopiers

2. Flourished in marginalised 
communities as site of political 
& artistic expression

3. Popular in other counterculture 
communities in pop culture and 
music



Online Culture

Radical publishing through the ages

1. Boom in creation & publishing 
with lower barriers to access

2. Enables connection and 
community-building beyond 
physical boundaries

3. New challenges of 
platformisation, surveillance, 
AI scraping + content 
generation 



“Non-traditional” Scholarship

Radical publishing through the ages

1. Growing range of options and 
formats accessible to more 
people, both to create and 
engage with

2. Critical reflection on traditional 
boundaries of what counts as 
scholarship and who is a ‘valid’ 
source of knowledge

3. Spirit of experimentation, 
exploration and imagination



What these 
cultures have in 
common & why it 
matters to us 
today

1. Changes in technology have a major impact 

on who can publish and how (access)
2. Like any tool, publishing can be used to 

help or to harm
3. Creating and circulating published works is 

a powerful community-building tool
4. There is (some) safety in print/paper



Making zines as an 
exploration of radical 
publishing futures



Step one: Create your template

1. Fold your piece of paper in half 3 times (along the long edge)

2. Run your finger over the folds to create a strong crease

3. Unfold your paper

4. You should see something like this:
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Step two: label your panels

1. Using a pencil (ideally) or pen (gently), label your panels as 

follows, making the numbers small and in a corner:
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Step Three: Mark your Cut

1. Using a pen or pencil, mark a dashed line across the central 
crease, as follows:

(This is where you will 
eventually cut your paper.)
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Step four: create!

1. Write, colour, sketch & decorate as you choose!
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We’re going 
to…

1. Decide on a topic
2. Respond to prompt 

questions
3. Complete the back 

panel & cover (if 
there’s time)

4. Cut & fold into the 
final form



What is your zine about?

Option 1: A reflection on 
the radical possibilities of 
DIY publishing Option 2: A reflection 

on an idea encountered 
at the conference.
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Think about your own experiences of 
publishing and being in community with others. 
Is there an example that stands out? A 
project you’re working on? An idea you want 
to pursue?

Think of a session that has stuck with you. 
Did it connect with your experiences? 
Was there a new-to-you idea shared? 
How did it make you feel?



Example 1: How 
does a community 
garden grow?

Developed collaboratively 
with workshop attendees, 
reflecting on community 
publishing as a concept.

Created in Canva, using 
hand drawn sketches and 
free design elements.





Example 2: cool 
things at the 
library you might 
not know about

Created by Justin from 
librarypunk

https://bsky.app/profile/smazzie.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/smazzie.bsky.social


Example 3: You 
are reviewer 2
A solo d6-based "game" to 
discover why you're so bad 
at giving academic feedback 
and why none of your 
colleagues like you. In 
8-page minizine format!

Created by Matthew Murray

https://midnitelibrary.itch.io/you-are-reviewer-2


Example 4: The 
Contradictions 
of Open Access 
- Pocket Guide

Created by Dave Ghamandi

https://works.hcommons.org/records/9p2xq-9qn70


Example 5: 
Car and 
Possum

Created by Kristian Brevik
Edited by Jules Lees

https://www.patreon.com/kristianbrevik


Example 5: 
Car and 
Possum

Created by Kristian Brevik
Edited by Jules Lees

https://www.patreon.com/kristianbrevik


Example 5: 
Radish Press





Now it’s 
your turn.



What is your zine about?

Option 1: A reflection on 
the radical possibilities of 
DIY publishing Option 2: A reflection 

on an idea encountered 
at the conference.
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Think about your own experiences of 
publishing and being in community with others. 
Is there an example that stands out? A 
project you’re working on? An idea you want 
to pursue?

Think of a session that has stuck with you. 
Did it connect with your experiences? 
Was there a new-to-you idea shared? 
How did it make you feel?



Food for thought

How much agency do you have 
in your publishing practices?

What do DIY publishing methods 
offer to communities excluded from 
traditional publishing pathways?
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How are you already publishing 
in “non-traditional” formats?

What could a publisher be if we 
designed that role from scratch 
today?



Prompt #1: What?
Summarise the topic in one sentence.
What’s the current state of things?

What concerns you?
What excites you?

Panels 
1&2



Prompt #2: Why?
Why does it matter to you?

To your work?
To the world?

What happens if we get it wrong?

Panels 
3&4



Prompt #3: What’s 
possible?

Imagine a future where our collective values
and wellbeing are prioritised. 

What would it look like?
How do we get there?

Panels 
5&6



Front & Back 
covers
Give your zine a title

Add your name on the back (if you want to)
Get creative!



Step five: Cut & Fold

1. Fold your paper in half along the longest edge
2. Cut or carefully tear halfway across the middle from the fold, 

along the dotted line you created earlier
3. Open your page out flat - you should now have a slit in the middle 
4. Fold your page along the long center crease/cut with your 

content facing outwards
5. Hold each short end and push them towards each other until the 

paper forms a + shape
6. From the cover/back panel, fold the other leafs in to form a 

booklet
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Step five: Cut & Fold

Zine making 101

1.

2.

3.



Step five: Cut & Fold
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4.

5.

6.



What next?
1. Run this activity yourself to create and share zines among your communities, 

online and in person. And there are many more formats to experiment with!
2. Take stock of publishing tools & resources you have access to and 

consider where your biggest dependencies are.
3. Consider other kinds of publishing you can or want to do with the 

communities you are a part of.
4. Reach out to zoe@radishpress.org if you’d like me to offer a similar 

workshop, or if you want to publish weird, radical stuff!



How does it look?
If you’re game, Take a picture & share it on Bluesky or 
mastodon and tag me!
@radishpress.bsky.social
@radishpress.mastodon.social



Image Sources

Pamphlet Culture:
Edit du Roi, French Revolution Pamphlets 
1761-1807
Letter to George Washington, president of the 
United States of America: On affairs public and 
private. By Thomas Paine (1796)
Jane Anger Her Protection for Women (1589)

Zine Culture:
Fire!! Devoted to Younger Negro Artists (1929)
Bitch: Feminist Response to Pop Culture (Issue 
One, 1996)
Gender Trash # 1. Created by Xanthra Phillippa & 
Jeanne B. in Toronto, Ontario, 1993

Online Culture:
We Here: The 2024 Wrap Up

404 Media

Ukraine as a Migration Nexus

“Non-traditional” Scholarship:
Secret Feminist Agenda Peer Review

Furnace & Fugue

Experimental Publishing Compendium

https://www.brandeis.edu/library/archives/essays/special-collections/french-revolution-pamphlets.html
https://www.brandeis.edu/library/archives/essays/special-collections/french-revolution-pamphlets.html
https://archive.org/details/bim_eighteenth-century_letter-to-george-washin_paine-thomas-political_1796/page/n1/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/bim_eighteenth-century_letter-to-george-washin_paine-thomas-political_1796/page/n1/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/bim_eighteenth-century_letter-to-george-washin_paine-thomas-political_1796/page/n1/mode/2up
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_Anger
https://issuu.com/poczineproject/docs/poczp_fire_1926_readview
https://peoplesgdarchive.org/item/3985/bitch-magazine-1
https://peoplesgdarchive.org/item/3985/bitch-magazine-1
https://archive.qzap.org/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/337
https://archive.qzap.org/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/337
https://www.wehere.space/the-2024-wrap-up
https://www.404media.co/
https://pressbooks.pub/migrationukraine/
https://www.wlupress.wlu.ca/Scholarly-Podcasting-Open-Peer-Review/Secret-Feminist-Agenda
https://furnaceandfugue.org/
https://compendium.copim.ac.uk/


Resources

Electric Zine Maker + examples

Canva 8-Page zine template

Example mini letterpress

https://unicornycopia.com/ezm/
https://itch.io/c/1041007/made-with-the-electric-zine-maker
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGPofHgUL8/W_IQpXvR8MT3EH4XQfX7pQ/view?utm_content=DAGPofHgUL8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://openpressproject.com/products/postcard-printing-press?variant=45498239877385



