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Open Science & book publishing

Within the context of Open Science, book publishing 
has traditionally lagged behind in the adoption of 

open data and corresponding practices. 
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One reason … 

📝
Journals
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One reason … 

📚
Books
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One reason … 

📚
books
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Existing issues / barriers in the book supply chain

1

Dissemination channels require a 
variety of output formats according 
to different specifications, ergo 
technical knowledge is often 
absent, leading to lower 
discoverability

2

Commercial solutions are expensive 
/ not tailored to OA books > 
metadata often managed in custom 
spreadsheets

3 ‘Leaky pipeline’: book 
metadata running through 
intermediaries often gets 
truncated in the process

4 Established OA book metadata 
from commercial vendors often 
of low(er) quality & not openly 
licensed (see e.g. OCLC’s 
WorldCat)

Source:  Stone, G., Gatti, R., van Gerven Oei, V. W. J., Arias, J., Steiner, T., & Ferwerda, E. (2021). WP5 Scoping Report: 
Building an Open Dissemination System. Copim. https://doi.org/10.21428/785a6451.939caeab 
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Solution?

Not-for-profit infrastructures are now 
joining forces to collaboratively 

develop open, community-led 
alternative workflows for 

publishers to assist in the creation, 
distribution, discovery, archiving and 

financing of open access books.

Members of:
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Enabling
Good Practice

Enabling publishers to implement good metadata 
practice

○ E.g. integration of multilingual chapter-level data, PIDs 
(e.g. ORCIDs, RORs, DOIs), controlled vocabularies (e.g. Thema), 
references, PRISM peer review metadata, etc. …

○ ➡in line with Arbeitsgemeinschaft Universitätsverlage. 
(2021). Quality Standards for Open Access Books. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4622135  

○ ❗Enabling publishers to meet new requirements 
mandated by recent EU legislation (General Product 
Safety Regulation (GPSR), EU Deforestation Act, and 
Accessibility Act)

Metadata, standards and platforms for open access books: good metadata 
practice with Thoth. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15048076💡
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Building 
Capacity

https://www.crossref.org/
members/prep/ 

Thoth as the source for 

high-quality open 

metadata that flows across 

open infrastructures

Example: Crossref 
Participation Report
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https://doi.org/10.5281
/zenodo.17340814 

A SHOWCASE OF OPEN DATA 
WORKFLOWS IN THE 

CONTEXT OF OA BOOK 
PUBLISHING

➡
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Public Knowledge Project: 
Open Monograph Press
01
From the outset, PKP has been building publishing platforms, 
including OJS, OMP, and OPS, using free and open source 
software (FOSS) principles and licensing.

Relevance for books:
The sibling to the popular OJS system, Open Monograph Press 
(OMP) is a full, end-to-end solution for publishing books. We 
estimate that there are 230 presses using OMP and that they 
have published over 10,000 books. 

🕸 https://pkp.sfu.ca/software/omp/ 

Contact: Zoe Wake Hyde

zwhyde@sfu.ca 
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Open Monograph Press
01

🕸 https://pkp.sfu.ca/software/omp/ 

Contact: 

Contact: Zoe Wake Hyde
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Thank you.

Contributors: 
★ Juan Pablo Alperin (Public Knowledge Project)
★ Jordy Findanis, Graham Stone, Niels Stern (OAPEN)
★ Joe Deville (Open Book Collective)
★ Rupert Gatti (Thoth Open Metadata)

Presenters: 
Toby Steiner (Thoth Open Metadata)
Zoe Wake Hyde (Public Knowledge Project)
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Like what we do? Here is how you can help!

1

Adopt open practices to make open access 
books more present in your institution

2

Support our 
initiatives via

3
Integrate fully open metadata streams 
within your library context

4
Engage with us to establish open and 
transparent ways of archiving OA 
books 

5 And generally, join us! Because there’s .. 
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