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Outline

• PsychGen center and its Working Groups (WG) 

• Working Group Open and Reproducible Science (WG ORS) 

• Composition and goals

• WG functions

• Preregistration/RR 

• Open process

• Open publishing

• Future directions



PsychGen Kick-Off symposium October 2023
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Norwegian Mother Father and Child Cohort Study

Large longitudinal population data



Working groups at the 
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ORS WG Mission and goals  

• To foster a culture of transparency, integrity, and collaboration in 

scientific research. 

• Goals are
• Promoting Good Habits and Enthusiasm: good scientific practices, improve 

literacy and cultivate enthusiasm for ORS. 

• Resource Hub: Strive to be a valuable resource for PsychGen community.
• PsychGen Lab meetings

• Create guidelines: Wiki page and an OSF project 

• Celebrate open science practices



Focus Areas of  Working Group for ORS 

Preregistration

Open process

Open dissemination



Preregistration 



Preregistration

• Transparency and credibility  

• Avoiding natural biases and selective reporting

• Distinguishing between generating and testing hypotheses

•Keeping from presenting exploratory analyses as confirmatory

• Robust planning - communicating plan to colleagues and supervisors



Preregistration 

•A preregistration is:
•Time-stamped

•Created before data collection and/or analysis

•Submitted to a public registry (but can be kept “private”)





Preregistration 

• Developed template for preregistration that could easily be  
understood and replicated by researchers.







Journal reviewers attention pre-registration 
ever than before
• R1: "Another positive element of the study is the fact that it was pre-

registered, and the authors include a table describing all deviations from 
the pre-registered analysis plan, which increases transparency. "

• R2: "I want to commend you on the preregistration, stating of 
hypotheses, code sharing, and clear specification of the deviations from 
the preregistration”

• R3: "the paper is well-written and organized, and the pre-registration 
reinforces how much care the authors have taken with this work. "



Registered report



Open process





Preregistration

Open access 
manuscript
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Open access 
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Open process

Code Sharing



Open process

Code Sharing
• Readable and self-contained code
• Synthetic data
• Code review



Open process

How not to do it How to do it

Relative paths using reference 
file

Absolute paths



R packages promoting open process

Poster



Open publication



Open dissemination

• Making sense of the open publishing 
landscape
• APC agreements



Open practices in MoBa

Poster



Open practices in MoBa

• Toy example
• Preregistration
• Code repository
• Deviation table



Closing thoughts

• Culture of open and reproducible working
• Open practices have become ubiquitous
• No one-size-fits-all approach



PsychGen
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