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When entire or parts of results are not shared

Important: Not just talking about 
“published in scientific journal”

Unpublished research 
and selective reporting
is our worst nightmare



12
months

«Joint statement on public disclosure of results from clinical trials»
18 May 2017

Sharing of summary results and protocol in registries within

24
months

Publication of results in a scientific journal within



Nilsson et al (2025) Results reporting for clinical trials led by medical universities and university hospitals in the nordic countries was often missing or delayed

22 % never publish

2.113 clinical trials
At Nordic institutions completed in the period 2016-2019

Mega trial: Clinical trials in the Nordic region

Up to 80,000 patients have 
participated in wasted trials

Only 52% 
published something within 24 months

Ideally



Nilsson et al (2025) Results reporting for clinical trials led by medical universities and university hospitals in the nordic countries was often missing or delayed

22 % never publish

Norway is worst in class

29%
never publish results

Mega trial: Clinical trials in the Nordic region



The cumulative effect of reporting and citation 
biases on the apparent efficacy of treatments: 

the case of depression

Ymkje Anna de Vries et al. 2018
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105 trials shared with the US Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA)

53 positive

52 negative



52 vs 25

Publication bias



Outcome switching

62 vs 15

Publication bias
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Outcome switching Spin

72 vs 5



What we seeReality
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72 vs 553 vs 52

Building hypotheses
Driving innovation
Treatment guidelines
Basis for decisions



What we – as a funder – do 

Demand preregistration and results reporting
For all projects. Results reporting within 12 months of end of 
data collection.

Incentivize the use of “registered reports”
Applicants are guaranteed a higher chance of success if 
they use this publication format.

Push for regulatory changes and public infrastructure
No public funding to institutions if results are not shared.
Better systems for tracking research projects. 



Claim

The incentives are the problem

What drives research careers and commercial 
and institutional interests pushes research 
away from “good science”
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