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will accept my thanks for the day I spent there. Accept
my thanks to your verdant, birch-covered slopes, where
the scent of flowers blends with the aroma of summer
leaves; accept my thanks, you prattling river, with the
gold-laden, rippling waves; my thanks, you hospitable
dwelling, where culture and harmony reign ; my warmest
thanks, you lovely young maiden, who wove the dearest
forget-me-not in the wreath of souvenirs I brought with
me from the Land of the Lapps !

The signal-horn of the steamer booms across the fjord ;
the last pressure of the hand, the last.

Sad at heart I stand on the deck of the vessel, gazing
at the world of beauty yonder, where I have been a guest
so long, and which I now quit. Sad in mind, I waft a
last farewell to the woods, the slopes, the river, and the
deep, blue eyes on the shore, until all is hidden from

view—for ever.
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300 Under the Rays of the Aurora Borealis.

CHAPTER X.
GOOD-BYE.

WitH . sadness, too, patient reader, I now grasp the pen
for the last time to say good-bye to you here from the
verge of Hurope. T have written as one friend writes to
another, and you have patiently and—may I hope so?—
with interest and sympathy followed me on my journeys
in the regions of the Far North; therefore I part from
you with sadness.

I have, I said, written as one friend writes to another ;
judge my production in the same spirit.

I have had no subiime language, no grand ideas to
offer you, no profound discourses; what I have tendered
you is but a simple narative of life and nature in the
Polar regions where the fir-clad Nomad of the Frigid
Zone roams with his strange herd over snow-white wastes
under the rays of the flaming Aurora Borealis.

Have I succeeded herein my reward is earned. I
desire no other.

Finally, accept my thanks for every sympathetic
thought you may have bestowed on me during my life
in the Land of the Lapps. And now—good-bye!
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