














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































298 Under the Rays of the Aurora Borealis. 

A little above the Lapp village at Boris-Gleb is the 

first of the many falls in the l?asvik River. It is not very 
high-only some twenty feet-but its great breadth makes 

it very imposing, and it forms a great ornament to the 

landscape. 
The only man left at Boris-Gleb rowed me back to 

Elvenres, and with him I could converse better than the 

priest, as, although the dialect here varies somewhat 
from that at Koutokreino, we understood each other and 

managed to keep up a fair conversation. 
Near the mouth of the river are some holes in the 

mountain, near the surface, which are due to 

the withering away of the rock. One of these is called 

"Trifan's Cave," after the Saint previously referred to, 

In the interior, which is only reached by climbing the 

straight wall, hangs a coarse linen curtain, behind which 
is the sanctu11i, in which is hung a small painting 

of the Madonna and a white curtain embroidered with 
a golden cross. In front stood two thin wax candles 

and on a tray lay half-a-dozen kopek pieces. Here the 

Lapps offer money and candlPs to Trifan when they 
start for the fisheries, in order that he shall give them 
a good take; but I am told, that if their expectations 

are not realised, they will re-pocket the deposit. 

When I attempted just now to describe the loveliest 

day I spent north of the Polar Circle, I am afraid my 

words were vague, my drawing defective-it was the 

skeleton instead of the animated living being, the frame 

instead of the painting. But even if my words fail to 

picture you in true colours, lovely Elvenres, I beg you 
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will accept my thanks for the day I spent there. Accept 

my thanks to your verdant, birch-covered slopes, where 

the scent of flowers blends with the aroma of summer 

leaves; accept my thanks, you prattling river, with the 

gold-laden, rippling waves; my thanks, you hospitable 

dwelling, where culture and harmony reign; my warmest 

thanks, you lovely young maiden, who wove the dearest 
forget-me-:p.ot in the wreath of souvenirs I brought with 

me from the Land of the Lapps ! 
The signal-horn of the steamer booms across the fjord; 

the last pressure of the hand, the last. 
Sad at heart I stand on the deck of the vessel, gazing 

at the world of beauty yonder, where I have been a guest 

so long, and which I now quit. Sad in mind, I waft a 

last farewell to the woods, the slopes, the river, and the 

deep, blue eyes on the shore, until all is hidden from 

view-for ever. 
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CHAPTER X. 

GOOD-BYE. 

vV ITH. sadness, too, patient reader, I now grasp the pen 

for the last time ~o say ·good-bye to yon here from the 

verge of Europe. I have written as one frientl writes to 

another, and you have patiently and-may I hope so?­

with interest and sympathy followed me on my journeys 

in the regions of the Far North ; therefore I part from 

you with sadness. 
I have, I said, written as one friend writes to another; 

judge my production in the same spirit. 
I have had no sublime language, no grand ideas to 

offer you, no profound discourses; what I have tendered 
you is but a simple narrative of life and nature in the 

Polar regions where the fir-clac.l Nomad of the Frigid 

Zone roams with his strange herd over snow-white wa8tes 

under the rays of the flaming Aurora Borealis. 

Have I succeeded herein my reward is earned. I 

desire no other. 
Finally, accept my thanks for every sympathetic 

thought yon may have bestowed on me during my life 

in the Land of the Lapps. And now-good-bye! 
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