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T w i n n i n g i n m u s k o x e n has been m e n t i o n e d occasio­
n a l l y i n the l i terature . A few t w i n pregnancies a n d 
b i r ths have been ver i f ied ( W i l k i n s o n , 1 9 7 1 ; D i n -
neford & A n d e r s o n , 1 9 8 4 ; Fraser et al, 1 9 9 2 ; 
R e i n d l , 1993) . F i e l d observat ions have been m a d e 
o f cows apparent ly w i t h t w i n s (Tener, 1 9 6 5 ; 
A l e n d a l , 1 9 7 9 ; Pa t t i e , 1 9 8 6 ; J i n g f o r s , 1 9 8 4 ; O l e ¬
sen, 1 9 9 0 ; T i p l a d y , 1990) . 

L e n t (1978) observed that calves m a y interact 
w i t h cows other t h a n the i r d a m s for ex tended p e r i ­
ods. T h i s m a y account for some o f the apparent 
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t w i n n i n g . C o w s u s u a l l y ac t ive ly reject calves other 
t h a n t h e i r o w n , b u t m a y somet imes a l l o w calves 
other t h a n the i r o w n to nurse ( J ingfors , 1984) . 

O n 10 J u l y 1992 I c a m e u p o n t w o c o w s , b o t h at 
least four years o f age, w i t h w h a t appeared to be t w o 
sets o f t w i n s , near A m m o l o r t o q L a k e , a p p r o x i m a t e ­
l y 25 k m southeast o f K a n g - e r l u s s u a q i n W e s t 
G r e e n l a n d . T h e r e were few other m u s k o x e n i n the 
atea at the t i m e . 

T h e calves i n each p a i r were the same size and 
one p a i r was larger t h a n the other ( F i g . 1). T h e y 

F i g . l . T w o adul t female m u s k o x e n each accompanied by t w o calves photographed near K a n g e r l u s s u a q , 
G r e e n l a n d , 10 J u l y 1992 . 
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were c o m p a r a b l e i n size to n o r m a l , 2—2.5 m o n t h 
o l d calves i n th i s part o f G r e e n l a n d . T h e cows were 
uneasy about m y presence, a n d k e p t the calves close 
between t h e m as they m o v e d a b o u t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
100 m away. N e i t h e r c o w d i s p l a y e d aggress ion to ­
w a r d any o f the calves. A l l s i x a n i m a l s appeared to 
be heal thy a n d w e l l - n o u r i s h e d . T h e r e were no other 
m u s k o x cows i n the area. 

T w i n n i n g is rare a m o n g w i l d m u s k o x e n 
(Pedersen, 1 9 5 8 ; Tener, 1 9 6 5 ; Spencer & L e n s i n k , 
1 9 7 0 ; D i n n e f o r d & A n d e r s o n , 1984) . G o o d n u t r i t i ­
o n a l status o f cows m a y increase the i n c i d e n c e o f 
t w i n n i n g (Pedersen, 1 9 5 8 ; A l e n d a l , 1 9 7 9 ; D i n n e ­
f o r d & A n d e r s o n , 1984) , a n d m u s k o x e n i n the area 
near K a n g e r l u s s u a q are w e l l - n o u r i s h e d , e v i d e n c e d 
by the h i g h a n n u a l rate o f g r o w t h o f the p o p u l a t i o n 
( T h i n g etai, 1 9 8 4 ; 0 1 e s e n , 1 9 9 0 a n d 1993) . 
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