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Abstract: The dissertation focuses upon the unique reindeer
management system in Kalix - and Torne valleys — the conces-
sion reindeer management system — small in territorial extent,
yet highly significant in principle. It has an interesting his-
torical development — a development that differs from the
development within Lappmarken. Furthermore, a develop-
ment of the legal framework connected to the concession
reindeer management system has taken place, and the tra-
ditional “vérdde’- relations have been revitalized and modern-
ized, through the contract reindeer system. This system could
also be described as an “embedded” management system.
The concept of the concession management system
means that there exists a concession or permission to stay
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year-around in the Kalix - and Torne valleys, in other
words below the Lappmark border. The legal basis for the
concession reindeer management system is connected to
the Sami reindeer herding rights (Sw: renskotselsritt)
through a Sami concession holder, while the right to use
this area, especially the right to use the summer pastures,
is connected with the contract reindeer owners’ private
ownership of land. The concession reindeer management
system could therefore be viewed as both a cultural corner-
stone and an industry based upon a Sami and a local cus-
tomary law and private property in Tornedalen. The con-
cession, given from the government, is a time-limited
permission (1-10 years) involving the Swedish government,
one or several Sami concession holders, and indirectly, the
private land owners (the contract reindeer owners).

One of the significant differences from the well known
Sami reindeer management system further north and west
of the concession areas, is the role of the contract reindeer
owner as an ordinary reindeer herding member of the con-
cession Sami village. The concession reindeer management
system is of unique interest, because it offers an oppor-
tunity to look into a management system that, compared
to other reindeer management systems, is different in
history, in legal framework, and in local management
practice. It offers solutions to many of the challenges the
industry faces today.
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