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“Many Lands Have | Left Behind Me”: E. A. Baratynskii’s Quest for Happiness

in Finland, Italy, and the Homeland

Elena Pedigo Clark

Evgenii Abramovich Baratynskii (1800-1844) was one of Russia’s most significant writers of
metaphysical and psychological poetry, dealing most notably with the conflict between the
intellect and the emotions.! Within this conflict the intellect, and its representatives in the
material world, science and technology, are generally portrayed as antithetical to harmony
and happiness, but too powerful to be ignored; nature and the emotions, however, can be
positive, when representing life and harmony, or negative, when representing either
excessive passions or the “laws of nature” as defined by science. While in the majority of
Baratynskii’s work these two facets of the psyche are shown as locked in a binary
opposition, there are moments in his oeuvre in which the poetic persona is able to
transcend this dualism and achieve a transcendence and/or synthesis on the physical,
artistic, and spiritual level. This article discusses how this is worked out in poems about
three different geographic locations that feature prominently in Baratynskii’s poetry:
Finland, the homeland (i.e., Russia), and Italy. As I demonstrate here, these three locations
serve as three different otherworldly realms, access to which allows his poetic persona to
break free of the dualism with which it struggles and achieve a higher, more fully realized
understanding of life, death, and poetry.

Italy, the Nordic countries, and the homeland as topics were not unique to Baratynskii:
other Russian poets of approximately the same era, most significantly for this subject,
Batiushkov, also wrote poetry featuring these three places. Three of Batiushkov’s most
important later works, in fact, deal with precisely these locations: “My Penates” (“Moi
Penaty,” 1811) is an idyllic description of a rural homeland, “On the Ruins of a Castle in

! The double presence of thought and feeling in Baratynskii’s poetry was first noted by Pushkin, who claimed
that, “He is original amongst us, for he thinks. He would also be original anywhere, for he thinks in his own
fashion, correctly and independently, while feeling strongly and deeply” (On y Hac opuruHaseH, 160 MbIC/IUT.
OH 6B 6B OpPUTMHAJEH U Bedfe, N60 MBICJUT IO-CBOEMY, MPABWJIBHO M HE3aBUCHMO, MEXAY TeM Kak
4yBCTBYET CHUJIbHO U riiy6oko, Pushkin 1981, 152; all translations my own). This aspect of Baratynskii’s oeuvre
has received considerable critical attention; for more discussion of this, and various Russian and Western
critics’ estimations of how well Baratynskii was able to reconcile this conflict, see for example: Belinskii 1976a,
1976b, 1979; Brown 1986; Burton 1981; Mirskii 1987; Pratt 1984; and Pratt 1987.
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Sweden” (“Na razvalinakh zamka v Shvetsii,” 1814) describes the lyrical hero wandering
through Nordic ruins and contemplating the warriors who have gone there before him,’
and “The Dying Tasso” (“Umiraiushchii Tass,” 1817) shows the poet Tasso looking out over
Rome in his final moments. These three poems by Batiushkov share a number of lexical® and
thematic similarities with the poems by Baratynskii under discussion in this article,
including specific turns of phrase as well as a more general concern with issues of life,
death, and the afterlife. However, as is the case in his other poetry, in the works dealing
with these locations Baratynskii takes these common Romantic topics and tropes and makes
them his own, setting up a metaphysical problem and then attempting to (re)solve it; what
sets these works apart from the rest of his oeuvre is that in these poems, due to the lyrical
persona’s contact with the (super)natural realm he encounters in these three places, he
often succeeds.

The otherworldly realms to which the poet gains access through his contact with these
specific geographical locations are closely linked with another frequent feature of
Baratynskii’s verse: death. His poetry on Finland has already been discussed as both
showing a hell-like “land of the dead,” and as being part of the identity-building that took
place in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century to refashion Russia’s image as a
Northern, rather than an Eastern, country and culture.’ This article builds on that concept
by connecting the dots between Northern, exotic, and forbidding Finland; the poet’s rural
Russian native land, home to the ancestors; and paradisiacal Italy. These three points —
North, “home,” and South — can also be seen as being hell, purgatory,’ and heaven in the
afterlife, and as such represent not only death but immortality. They thus in and of
themselves force anyone who contemplates this aspect of them to wrestle with the
contradiction of achieving everlasting life through dying. While in some of his works, such
as “On the Death of Goethe” (“Na smert’ Gete,” 1832)° and “An Excerpt” (“Otryvok,” 1829),
Baratynskii expresses doubt about the possibility of life after death, his poems on Finland,
Italy, and the homeland express a belief in the possibility of transcending the limits of a
strictly material, mortal existence through contact with the natural landscape of the
poems’ settings, although in different ways, as befitting the different aspects of the
underworld/other world that these settings represent.

Perhaps one of the reasons why death is a common topic of Baratynskii’s work is that it
was something with which Baratynskii was personally acquainted beginning at an early age:
his father passed away suddenly when Baratynskii was 10, and he had the misfortune of
losing several of his peers, most notably Delvig and Pushkin, when they were all still
relatively young men. Death shows up repeatedly in Baratynskii’s poetry throughout his
literary career, whether the explicit focus as in poems such as “The Last Death”
(“Posledniaia smert’,” 1827), “Death” (“Smert’,” 1828), and “On the Death of Goethe”; or as a

’For an in-depth treatment of Nordic themes in Batiushkov’s work, see Emery 2007.

* Compare for example the line “And the seashore is in a deep sleep all around” (1 Bce BB ry6okomsb cHbB
nomopie kpyroms (Batiushkov 1898, 71)) from “On the Ruins...” with the line “And all about me is in deep
silence!” (M Bcé Bokpyr mens B riybokoit TumuHe! (Baratynskii 1989, 73)) from “Finland.” Such parallels
between the two poems are numerous.

* See Boele 1994, 1996; Emery 2007.

® My thanks to the anonymous reviewer who suggested the purgatory aspect of the triangle.

® For a more detailed discussion of this poem, see Pratt 1984, 203-14.
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part of more general meditations on life and fate, as in “An Excerpt” or “There is a beautiful
land..” (“Est’ milaia strana...” 1832). It is also often a surprisingly positive figure: while in
poems such as “Longing for happiness from childhood...” (“O schastii s mladenchestva
toskuia...” 1823), “Two lots were given by providence...” (“Dalo dve doli providenie...” 1823),
“The Skull” (“Cherep,” 1824/1826), or “The Last Death,” the use of the intellect is associated
with death or death-like imagery, when death itself is the primary focus of the poem, as in
“Death” or “On the Death of Goethe,” death is depicted as part of the natural order of
things. This indicates that in Baratynskii’s poetic world, the “land of the dead” is not
necessarily a bad place — death can just as easily serve as an entry to a realm of peace,
harmony, and union with nature, as it can be a fearsome and life-destroying force.

Like death, nature and landscape play an important but unfixed role in Baratynskii’s
poetry, sometimes representing the impersonal and inexorable forces of the intellect, and
at others representing an intuitive and personal connection with the world, in opposition
to the cold and destructive actions of science and industry. Nature is unequivocally positive
in “Spring, spring! How pure the airl..” (“Vesna, vesna! Kak vozdukh chist!...” 1832), but a
lost paradise in “Omens” (“Primety,” 1839), the beginning and end of which contain
perhaps the clearest expression of the thought/feeling and nature/science conflict present
in so much of Baratynskii’s poetry:

IToka 4eJIOBEK eCTeCTBa He IbITaJ
['opHWIJIOM, BecaMy 1 MepoW,

Ho meTcky BewaHbAM IIPUPOBI BHUMAJI,
JIoBUJI ee 3HAMEHbS C Bepou;

[IoKyza IpUpoAY JTIOWII OH, OHA
JIFo60BBIO €My OTBeYasa:

O HeM [py’xeTo6HOM 3a60ThI TOJTHA,
SI3BIK A1 HETO obpeTasa.

[...]

Ho, 4yBCTBO Ipe3peB, OH JOBEPUI YMY;
Bpasics B CyeTy U3bICKaHUIM...

U ceppLie MpUPOAbI 3aKPBIIOCH EMY,

U Het Ha 3emJie mpopuLjanuit, (191)’

7 All quotations from Baratynskii’s poems are taken from Baratynskii 1989, with page numbers in brackets.
As long as humanity did not torment being
With the crucible, scales, and measure,
But heeded, childlike, the prophecies of nature,
Caught her signs with faith;

As long as he loved her, she

Answered him with love:

Full of friendly concern for him,

She invented for him language.

[...]

But, despising feeling, he put his faith in the mind;
Gave over to the vanity of research...

And the heart of nature was closed to him,
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In the first two stanzas of the poem humanity is shown as once having had access to a more
perfect form of knowledge, gained through human beings’ close connection with nature
and their faith in their feelings, but in the last stanza this communion with nature and
higher knowledge is lost once humanity “puts his faith in the mind” and “gives over to the
vanity of research.” The opposition between thought and feeling, and science and nature, is
left unresolved, and no hope of a return to the Edenic state of a pre-scientific society is
presented.

Nature is not always a paradise, whether lost or otherwise, in Baratynskii’'s poetry,
though. In “The Last Death” and “The Last Poet” (“Poslednii poet,” 1835) it is an awesome
force ultimately out of human control, while in “Of what use are dreams of freedom to a
slave?..” (“K chemu nevol’'niku mechtaniia svobody?..” 1832),° it is a symbol of an
impersonal and contradictory higher power that destroys the happiness it forces humans to
desire, and in “What good are you, days!..” (“Na chto vy, dnil..” 1840), it represents the
futility of existence. Nature in the works on specific geographical locations that are
examined below shows many of the same traits just mentioned, such as being outside of
human control; however, the result in these poems is ultimately positive, as instead of
being plunged further into dualism and despair as so often happens to Baratynskii’s lyrical
persona, the lyrical hero of these place-specific poems is able to reconcile or transcend the
contradictions he encounters, and find comfort in art, faith, or communion with his
ancestors.

It is no doubt significant that Baratynskii was acquainted with these specific locations
both personally and, particularly in the case of Finland and Italy, through reading and
hearsay. These poems thus combine Romantic conventions common to the literature of the
time, such as linking Finland with Norse mythology and cliches about the exotic Ossianic
North, or describing Italy in terms of Classical mythology, with deeply personal and
individual events from Baratynskii’s biography.’

The circumstances surrounding Baratynskii’s time in Finland were distinctly negative,
and this is reflected in both his lyric poetry on Finland and his long poema “Eda.” While a
teenager in boarding school Baratynskii and several other friends committed as a prank a
theft from the father of one of the boys; this comparatively minor offense resulted in
Baratynskii’s expulsion from school and a ban on any form of government service other
than as a private in the army, thus effectively barring the young Baratynskii from the
career that a nobleman could expect. After attempts to receive a pardon proved fruitless,
Baratynskii enlisted in the army as a private, with the hope of being promoted to officer
status. The hoped-for promotion took longer than expected to come through due to the
unwillingness of Alexander I to grant a pardon even after several years of military service,
and Baratynskii spent much of his time between 1820 and 1825 posted in various locations
in southeastern Finland. His poems from this period have the lyric persona of an unwilling
exile, scorned and forgotten by society and living in a bleak and desolate land. Although
Baratynskii’s situation was far from ideal, it was also, perhaps, not as bad as is depicted in

And there are no prophecies on earth.

® For a detailed discussion of this poem, see Pratt 1987.
° For more detailed discussions of Baratynskii’s biography, see Kjetsaa 1973 and Peskov 1998.
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his poetry: his duties were light, he was allowed to board with his commanding officer and
wear civilian clothes, and he was granted lengthy leaves to return to Russia. Furthermore, it
was the poetry he produced then, under the twin circumstances of personal unhappiness
and plenty of leisure time, that made his name as a poet amongst the literary society back
in Petersburg. As well as expressing his unhappiness at being separated from his friends
and his native land, these “Finnish” poems describe a landscape that is hauntingly beautiful
in its exotic bleakness,'® and that spurred his poetic persona to engage in the metaphysical
meditations that would become the hallmark of his poetry.

In the first Finnish poem under discussion here, “Departure,” or “Farewell, fatherland of
foul weather...” (“Ot”ezd” or “Proshchai, otchizna nepogody...,” 1821), which Baratynskii
wrote under the belief that he would soon be released from his military service and return
permanently to Russia, Finnish nature is presented as gloomy, unpleasant, and full of
contradictions, with a “lifeless spring” (Besxwusuenna BecHa, 86) that the lyrical hero
nonetheless remembers
(87)). Despite, or possibly because of, these difficulties, the lyrical hero is able to remain
true to poetry — as he says, Finland is:

‘with secret pleasure” (I BCmoMHIO ¢ TaliHBIM CTafZOCTPACTHEM

Ho re moporo, )uTesb Heba,
Hanepexkop cynr0e,

He usmenua nuromMer; deba
Hu My3sawm, au cebe. (87)"

In the poem the poetic persona disavows the life-giving properties of the spring landscape,
describing it not only as “lifeless,” but also as “desolate” (Ilycreinnyio) with “bare fields”
(mosteit Harux) on which the sun shines “unwillingly” (Tme cosnnue Hexots cusier) (86). His
own spring, while also bitter, is, in contrast to that of the Finnish landscape, capable of
generative powers, as he is able to remain true to his Muse and create poetry, and his
reference to himself as an “inhabitant of heaven” seems to place him in opposition to the
stones, sea, and moss of Finnish nature. One might be tempted to conclude that the poetic
persona is able to remain a poet in spite of his sojourn in Finland, not because of it.
However, while the landscape depicted here is ostensibly barren, it is full of something
very important for poetry — sound. The word mywm is used twice in the poem, once in
reference to the sound of the pines and once in reference to the sound of waterfalls (86.).
There is also the roar of the sea: mopst pes (86). Both these sounds also come up in the poem
“The Waterfall” (“Vodopad,” or “Shumi, shumi s krutoi vershiny...” 1821), along with
howling (Boi1), echoing (orswiB), creaking (ckpsimyunit), and wordless speech (peus
6esryarosbHy, 85-86). All this suggests a link with the sounds (sByxu, 73) in the final line

" For discussions of the realism or lack thereof of Baratynskii’s descriptions of Finland, see for example: Boele
1994, 30; Burton 1975, 99; Dees 1972, 37; Kjetsaa 1973, 352; and Toibin 1988, 49.
1 But where at times, an inhabitant of heaven,
In defiance of fate,
Phoebus’s pupil did not betray
Either the muses, or himself.
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of “Finland” (“Finliandiia,” 1820/1826) one of Baratynskii’s most important poems about
poetry and metaphysics as well as Finland. The natural world in “Departure” and “The
Waterfall” does in fact parallel the consciousness of the lyrical hero, because it, like him,
produces sound, meaning that it is not as barren as it first appears to be.

This is one of the many contradictions of nature in Baratynskii’s poetry about Finland. It
is dead but full of sound, it is the land of exile but also the place of the poet’s poetic
flowering, it is the place the poet has left behind and which is still with him, and it is a place
where the lyrical hero was unhappy, but which he remembers with a smile (see “My clumsy
pencil...” (“Moi neiskusnyi karandash..” 1831). In “Finland” the contradictions are
collapsed, so that sea and sky come together, the night is without darkness, the stones
become human and humans become like the stones, water becomes a mirror, and stars
become diamonds." This all leads to the final reconciliation of opposites, as the lyrical hero
merges with time, and an instant becomes one with eternity:

He Be4HBII [/l BpeMEH, st BeYeH ISl Cebst:

He ofHOMY J1b BOOOPaXKEHBIO

['po3a UX YTO-TO TOBOPUT?

MrHoBeHbe MHE IIPUHAIJIEKHT,

Kak st mpuHazsiexy Mruosensio! (73)"
The logical contradictions and their reconciliation via identification with the flow of time
act to push the poet past the hopeless conflict seen in, for example, “Omens,” towards a

"2 The first part of strophe 2 of the poem reads:
Kak BCE BOKpYT MeHsI IJIeHsIeT 9y [HO B30p!
TaM Heob6BATHEIMU BOAAMU
Cimitocst Mope ¢ Hebecamu;
TyT ¢ KAMEHHOM rOpPBI K HEMY JpeMy4uii 60p
Corres TSYKEJBIMU CTOIIAMU,
Cowies1 — ¥ CMOTPUTCS B 3epliajie IIafiKux Bog!
YK TI03/IHO, IeHb [10T'ac; HO siceH Heba CBOJ,
Ha cxasibl puHCKUe 6e3 Mpaka HOYb HUCXOJUT,
U ToJ1BKO uTO cebe B ybop
AnMa3sHBIX 3Be3[] HEHY)XXHBIN XOp
Ha He60ck/10H oHa BeIBOAUT! (72)

How marvelously all about me captivates my gaze!
There like vast waters
Have come together sea and sky;
Here from a stony mountain the thick pine wood
Has descended with heavy steps,
Descended — and looks into a mirror of smooth waters!
It is late, day is done, but the vault of heaven is clear,
A night without darkness descends onto Finnish cliffs,
And only as decoration
An unneeded choir of diamond stars
She leads onto the horizon!
Not eternal for the times, I am eternal for myself;
Does not their threat
Speak only to the imagination?
The moment belongs to me,
As I belong to the moment!
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transcendent acceptance of existence and, in “Departure” and “Finland,” the
acknowledgement of a higher calling, that of the creation of poetry — in the final two lines
of “Finland,” the poet concludes that “I, unheeded, am sufficiently rewarded / With sounds
for sounds, and dreams for dreams” (5, HeBHUMaeMBbIi, [OBOJBHO HarpaaeH / 3a 3BYKU
3ByKaMH, a 332 MEYThI MeYTaMHU. 73).

This higher calling is linked explicitly in “Departure,” with its references to the Muses
and Apollo, to divinity and a superhuman realm, something to which the lyrical hero
remains true in spite of the betrayal of the external world. In “Finland” the lyrical hero also
has access to a superhuman realm, both through his communion with nature and time, and
through his vision of “Odin’s children” (OgunoBBIX neteit, 72) and the ghosts of “midnight
heroes” (mosHouHBIE repou, 73). In the article “Finland in the Work of Jevgenij Baratynskij:
Locus Amoenus or Realm of the Dead,” Otto Boele analyzes the frequent cemetery imagery
in Baratynskii’s “Finnish” poetry and argues that, “Since Finland is implicitly being
compared to a cemetery, to a place of the dead, it can also be interpreted, not just as the
‘dead fatherland’ (‘meprBast orumsHa’), but also as an ‘orumsHa mepTBbIX’, @ Realm of the
Dead” (Boele 1994, 43). I would expand on that by adding that this superhuman or divine
realm linked with Finland is also part of what makes it the “land of the dead.” This is the
final and most important of the generative contradictions of Finnish nature: a “lifeless”
land peopled with ghosts, it pushed the poet into poetry.

Finland may have been the land of the dead for Baratynskii, but it was not the only one.
The homeland, to which he dedicated a number of poems, was also full of ghosts, whom the
poetic persona expected to join in good time. Baratynskii’s poetry about the homeland thus
forms an interesting contrast to his poetry about Finland: while Finland was a wild land,
populated with the shades of fallen heroes, and the place where Baratynskii’s poetic
persona was able to remain true to his poetry despite all the obstacles in his path, the
homeland is a settled, agrarian landscape, where the lyrical hero becomes one with nature
through the cultivation of the land, an activity which is compared to the production of both
poetry and future generations. So while in Finland the poetic persona was able to find an
escape from death through an ecstatic merging with time, in the homeland the poetic
persona does not seek to escape from death, but rather hopes to join his forbearers and be
replaced by his offspring, who will take his place both as tillers of the field and as creators
of poetry.

For Baratynskii the homeland could refer to multiple locations within Russia. Moscow,
the Russian city in which he spent the most time, features surprisingly rarely in his poetry,
while St. Petersburg, where he was stationed prior to his transfer to Finland, and where he
became part of the literary circle of the day, appears primarily as the fond memories of the
unhappy exile who narrates the Finnish poems, and contains little of Russia or of anything
“homey” in its descriptions. For the purposes of this article I am thus defining the
“homeland” as those poems which deal with the lyrical hero’s return to, or life in, rural
Russia, implicitly or explicitly inspired by Baratysnkii’s time on the family estates of Mara,
in the Tambov region, and Muranovo, outside of Moscow. An examination of three of
Baratynskii’s poems about the homeland from the beginning, middle, and end of his career
will show both the similarities and differences in his relationship to nature in the homeland
and in Finland.
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The poem “Motherland” (“Rodina”) was written in 1821, the same year as “Departure,”
and forms a mirror image to it: “Departure” describes an imagined departure from a wild,
barren, “lifeless” spring, while “Motherland” describes the lyrical hero's imagined return to
a fertile, peaceful, “luxuriant” (pockournas, 77) spring and “reborn” (BockpecHyBueit 77)
nature. In “Departure” the lyrical hero is a passive observer of the landscape, which he sees
and hears and which acts upon him by stalking him in his imagination; in “Motherland” the
lyrical hero works actively on the land by plowing, digging, and planting, first describing
how he will work the fields:

[IpyIeXKHBIM, MUPHBIH IIJTyT, B3PIBAIOIINIT Opas3zbl,
[TouTeHHee Meua; I0JIe3HBIN B CKPOMHOM Jj0J1€,
Xouy BO3/e/IbIBaTh OTeUeCKOoe IMoJIe.

OpaTail, BEeTXUX JHEW JOCTUTLINM Haf, COXOM,

B 3ab60Tax C/ajOCTHBIX HACTABHUK Oy €T MO,

MHe IpsXJI0TOo OTILIA CHIHBI TPYA0/TI00MBEI

[loMOryT yTy4HATH HaC/eACTBEHHbIE HUBBL. (77)"

And then how he will work in his garden:

s1 cam, Kora ¢ Hebec pOCKOLIHAs BeCHa
TloBeeT Herow BOCKPECHYBIIEHN PUPOJE,

C TSKEJIBIM 3aCTYIIOM SIBJIFOCSI B OTOPOJIE,
Tpuay c To6oM CaauTh KOpeHbs U LBeThL (77)"

Notably, the work here is augmented by the use of the tools of industry. Although the
technology employed in “Motherland” is extremely simple — a plow and spade — the lyrical
hero is employing the fruits of industrial production to refashion the landscape, and this is
portrayed as being positive and in accordance with nature's plan, as the hero receives his
training in the agricultural arts from his elders, works alongside their sons to “enrich the
inherited fields,” and expects a spade and pipe to be placed over his grave instead of a
marble headstone:

B BeCeHHMI ACHBIN [IeHb 5 CaM, ApPY3bsa MOY,
Y 6pera Hacaxy JIeCOK yeAHEHHBI,

A diligent, peaceful plow, turning up the furrows,

Is more venerable than a sword; useful in a modest lot,
I want to cultivate the paternal field.

A plowman, having achieved ancient days over his plow,
Will be my mentor in these sweet cares;

The hardworking sons of a decrepit father

Will help me enrich the inherited fields.

I myself, when from the heavens a luxuriant spring
Will waft bliss onto reborn nature,

With a heavy spade 1 will appear in the garden,

I'll come to plant roots and flowers with you.
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VI JIUITy CBEXYIO, Y TOTIOJIb OCPEOPEHHBIH,

B TeHU UX OTIOXHET MOM IIPaBHYK MOJIOJOM;

TaM py6a HEKOTIa COKPOET TIeTest Moii

Y BMECTO Mpamopa TOJI0KUT Ha IPOBHULLY

Yl MUPHBIiA 3aCTYyT MOM, ¥ MUPHYIO LieBHULLY. (77)"

This use of technology and industry, such as it is, seems to be acceptable to the poet
because it is not for abstract knowledge or monetary gain (as opposed to the use of science,
technology, and industry in poems such as “The Last Death,” “The Last Poet,” and
“Omens,”), but is part of the cycle of birth, life, and death, thus allowing the lyrical hero to
become one with nature by participating in the natural rhythm of planting, sprouting,
withering, and regeneration, which is explicitly linked in the final line with the production
of art as well. While in “Departure” the poet is able to access a divine, superhuman realm
through his contact with, and opposition to, the contradictions of Finnish nature, here in
the motherland nature is in harmony with itself and humanity, and the opposition that is
reconciled is that between life and death, as the lyrical hero dies in order to be reborn in his
offspring like the plants around him. As with vegetative growth, human and artistic life and
growth arises from death, and human activities are simply part of the general activities of
all living/dying things, and are thus both effective and beneficial.

There is a similar attitude towards human intervention in nature in the 1832 poem
“Desolation” (“Zapustenie”), which describes the lyrical hero’s actual, as opposed to
imagined, return to the fatherland, as it is composed of the hero’s thoughts of his father as
he walks through the garden his father created. Like the other poems under consideration
here, there is a specific biographical event behind this work: Baratynskii’s visit in the fall of
1832 to the estate of Mara, where the family lived prior to his father’s death in 1810 (ibid.
418). Once again we have a tamed, domesticated landscape, although one that has fallen
into disrepair following the death of its creator. This poem, in contrast to “Motherland,” is
set in fall, not spring, and appears to be weighted towards death, not life. Even its title,
“Desolation” (3amycrenue), recalls the “desolate land” (mycTeinHas crpana) that is Finland
in “Departure,” and the deserted garden, like Finland in “Finland,” is populated with the
ghost of a heroic figure, one who, like the Finnish past in “Finland,” has been forgotten by
the present:

JlaBHO KPyroM MeHs O HEM YMOJIKHY/JI CJIYX,
[Tpusina npax ero fajekas MOrunia,

MHe mamsATh 06pasa ero He COXPaHUIIA,

Ho 37ech elle )XUBET ero JOCTYIHBIN fyX;
34eCh, ApYr MeuTaHbsA U IIPUPO/BI,

On a clear spring day I myself, my friends

Will plant a secluded wood by the shore,

Both the fresh linden and the silvered poplar;

My young great-grandson will rest in their shade;
There someday friendship will conceal my ashes
And instead of marble will place on the grave
Both my peaceful spade and my peaceful pipe.
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Sl mo3Har ero BIIOJIHE:

OH BL,OXHOBEHMEM BOJIHYETCS BO MHE,

OH CJIaBUTh MHE BEJIWT Jieca, AOJMHbIL, BOABI;
OH y0eAUTeNbHO MPOPOYUT MHE CTPaHY,
I'me s HacIe[yX0 HECPOUHYIO BECHY,

['me paspylueHys C/IefioB s He IpHMeuy,

['Iie B CJIalOCTHOM T€HY HEBSHYLIMX NyOpOB,
Y HECKY/JIeIolI1X PY4YbEB,

51 TeHb, CBSILIEHHYIO MHE, BCTpeuy. (177)"

The final few lines of the poem undo all that, however, and ally “Desolation” with
“Motherland” rather than “Departure.” In the poem's conclusion the ghost inhabiting the
desolated garden, who “stirs as inspiration” inside the poet and is described as “a friend of
dreaming and of nature,” promises the lyrical hero a “timeless spring,” along with
unwithering oak forests and streams that never run dry. The final image of the poem is one
of springtime fertility and artistic inspiration that is part of the cycle of inheritance
sanctioned by the natural order in these poems about the homeland. This poem, like the
poems on Finland, also contains a number of contradictions and oppositions, such as the
“timeless spring” and the lyrical hero’s ability to recognize his father’s forgotten image, but
their treatment here is different: while the Finnish landscape in the poems discussed above
challenges the lyrical hero with its contradictory nature, the abandoned garden in
“Desolation,” despite actually being barren and deserted (as opposed to the landscapes of
Imatra and Hamina, the settings that inspired “The Waterfall” and “Finland,” which were in
fact inhabited by both Russians and Finns), is a direct point of access to a welcoming
afterlife, where one achieves eternal life through dying, and thus all conflicts are reconciled
in the most positive way possible. The father’s ghost, “a friend of dreaming and of nature,”
is able through his contact with the lyrical hero’s imagination to act as a bridge between life
and death, and art and nature, moving the action of the poem out of the merely material
and into a plane that transcends these binary definitions, so that the bounded season of
spring, for example, can be “timeless,” and the living and the dead can communicate
unobstructed.

" Rumor of him has long fallen silent around me,
A distant grave has taken in his dust,
My memory has not preserved his image,
But here still lives his approachable spirit;
Here, a friend of dreaming and of nature,
I know him entirely:
He stirs as inspiration within me,
He commands me to praise the woods, valleys, waters;
He convincingly prophesies for me a land
Where I will inherit a timeless spring,
Where I will not notice the signs of destruction,
Where in the sweet shade of unfading oaks,
By inexhaustible streams,
[ will meet a shade sacred to me.
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The last of the three poems I will discuss in connection with nature and the homeland is
“On Planting a Forest,” or “Na posev lesa,” most likely written in the fall of 1842, when
Baratynskii was in fact planting a forest on his estate of Muranovo (430). Like “Motherland”
and “Desolation,” it deals with spring, plowing, sowing, and refashioning nature, and like
the previous two poems it presents these human interventions into nature as positive and
part of the natural cycle. The physical spring is contrasted with the physical and emotional
winter that encases the lyrical hero, who has fallen into despair over the hopelessness of his
self-appointed task of awakening the better feelings of humanity.'® The poem ends with the
lyrical hero's decision to abandon poetry in favor of planting trees:

JleTes1 [ywUIoy 1 K HOBBIM IlJIeMeHaM,
JIo61J1, JTacKaJI MX Iy CTOLBETHBIN KOJIOC,

51 IHU M3BeJI, CTy4ach K JIIOACKUM CepALiaMm,
Bcex 4yBCTB 6s1arux s mozaBasi UM rojioc.

OrBeTa HeT! OTBEPTHYJI CTPYHBI 4,

[la Xps, fpyroii MHe OyZeT IJI0OHOCEeH!
W BOT eMy HecCeT pyKa MOst

3apobIlIy esiet, [yOOB U COCEH.

U nycTs! [IpocTscs ¢ INpOko MOet,
S Bepyto: ee 3aMEHAT 9TH,

[10931M TaMHCTBEHHBIX CKOPOEH,
Moryuue 1 cyMpaydHble netu. (218)"

As in “Motherland” and “Desolation,” the issue of generations and passing down knowledge
from father to son is a central concern in “On Planting a Forest,” and is connected with both
working the land and producing poetry. “Motherland” describes the whole cycle from the
perspective of one about to embark on it, “Desolation” describes the middle of the cycle, as
the lyrical hero surveys the results of his father's digging and planting, and in “On Planting

1«

'8 Like several other of Baratynskii’s poems (e.g., “Osen” “Madona”), this work shares marked similarities with
poems by Pushkin on similar themes (in this case there are notable parallels with “Exegi Monumentum”), but
is written in a much darker vein. After Pushkin’s death, and in response to what Baratynskii considered the
general public’s unforgivable indifference to it, the alienation expressed in Baratynskii’s poetry became even
more pronounced.
¥ 1sent my soul to new tribes,

Iloved, caressed their unflowering ears of grain,

I wasted my days knocking on human hearts,

I gave voice to all their noble feelings.

No answer! I have rejected my lyre strings,
And some other flesh will bear me fruit!
And here my hand brings to it

The embryos of firs, oaks, and pines.

So be it! Parting with my lyre,

I believe: it will be replaced by these
Mighty and gloomy children

Of the poetry of mysterious sorrows.
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a Forest,” the poem amongst the three surveyed here most deserving the label of what
William Brown calls Baratynskii's “profound pessimism” (Brown 1986, 311), the lyrical hero
is preparing to pass to the next phase of the cycle, that is, death. Already ghost-like in his
inability to influence the “new tribes,” he decides to give up poetry, but with the certainty
that his lyre will be taken up by “mighty and gloomy children.” Although this poem is the
darkest of the three, as befits its position at the end-point of the cycle of birth, life, and
death, it ends on a note of hope, foreseeing the beginning of the next cycle of both plant
growth and poetic production. Once again the lyrical hero is able to find peace of a sort
through the reconciliation of opposites: as with the other homeland poems under
discussion here, the poetic persona finds comfort in, and an escape from, his own material
mortality through his connection with the life, human, vegetative, and poetic, that arises
out of and transcends death.

In the “homeland” poems analyzed here, humans are connected to nature through their
labor and through their participation in the same flowering, fertilization, and harvest as the
plants that they tend, and poetic inspiration is passed down from father to son as part of
the inheritance of growth and tending the land. This sets the homeland apart from Finland,
which is not only a wild barren country, it is also a country where the connection between
generations has been broken,” so that there is no one either to work the land or to inherit
the gift of poetic inspiration, which instead passes to the foreign poet-observer. In the
Finnish poems, poetic inspiration and freedom from the binary conflict that brings
unhappiness both come from the destabilizing effects of the wild, empty, and contradictory
landscape; in the homeland poems, inspiration and freedom come from acceptance of the
natural cycle, which is not oppressive and threatening, as natural forces are in “Of what use
are dreams of freedom to a slave?..” but rather allows the human and natural worlds to
merge, just as they ultimately do in the “Finnish” poems.

Moving on to the third point in our geographic triangle, Italy is also a transcendent,
otherwordly realm in Baratynskii's poetry, but with its own unique features. Like Finland,
Italy held a special place in Baratynskii's personal and poetic development: as a child his
“diad’ka,” a male caretaker for a Russian noble boy, was the Italian Giacinto Borghese, who
came to Russia with the French army and remained there for the rest of his life, working,
after an unsuccessful stint as an artist, for the Boratynskii family.”’ The fond memories
Baratynskii had of Borghese and his stories about Italy, which Baratynskii mentions
explicitly in “To my Italian Caretaker” (“Diad’ke-ital’iantsu,” 1844), the last poem he wrote
before his death in Naples, seem to have colored Baratynskii’s impressions of Italy from an
early age, and long before he ever visited the country, Italy serves in his poetry as a longed-
for refuge and a place where the faith that Baratynskii’s poetic persona continuously sought
could be found.

As was mentioned at the beginning of this article, the skepticism of Baratynskii’s poetic
persona about the beneficence of providence and of the existence of an afterlife, especially

® Near the beginning of strophe 3 of “Finland” we are told that, “Sons do not know of the deeds of their
fathers” (CbIHBI He BeZjalOT O MOABUIaX OTLIOB, 72).

*! Although the spelling of the family name did not stabilize until later in the nineteenth century, it is common
to refer to the Boratynskii family, reflecting their preferred spelling of the name, but to Baratynskii the poet,
reflecting the spelling he most often used for publication.
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a pleasant afterlife, can be seen in multiple poems, ranging from early works such as “Two
lots were given by providence...” (1823), to works from his middle period such as “An
Excerpt” (1829) and “On the Death of Goethe” (1832), to his most mature works, such as
“The stillborn” (“Nedonosok,” 1835). This mistrust of providence is one of the most
distinctive features of Baratynskii’s oeuvre and has led to some of his most significant
metaphysical meditations on the meaning of human existence. However, his works on Italy
form a counter-thread to this general trend, and point to the possibility of another facet to
his poetry, one that was only beginning to be developed at the time of his death. We can see
this throughout the “Italian” strain in Baratynskii’s work, peaking in his final poems,
written once he was on his way to or actually in Italy.

Beginning with poems written before Baratynskii had visited Italy in person, we see that
the scene in “The Madonna” (“Madona,” 1832) is set in a manner similar to the Finnish
poems: the poem begins with a description of a hut in the middle of an empty field (8 mose
nyctom, 170) — the use of the word mycroit (“empty”) is reminiscent of the mycreiHHAast
crpana (“desolate — literally “emptied” — land”) that is Finland)), inhabited by a mother
and daughter living in straitened circumstances somewhere outside of Pisa. The daughter is
driven to despair and rails against God (M mouka moporo myuroit yHbiBana; / TepreHbem
CKygesi, Ha 6ora pomrana, 170), much as Baratynskii’s poetic alter ego often does. Her
mother tells her not to lose heart, as the Madonna will come to their aid. This in fact
happens when a stranger comes to their hut for a drink of water and recognizes their
painting of the Madonna as a Correggio. Although the mother refuses to sell it to him, word
begins circulating through the country about its existence, and she is able to support
herself and her daughter by charging people to come see it. The poem concludes with the
statement that the mother’s “living faith” (Bepa xwuBas, 172) has been justified by the
Madonna (Tebst onpaBaana Manona cesrast, 172). Here Italy is, like Finland, an empty and
forbidding landscape, and is also, like Finland, populated by the shades of distant ancestors,
as the chief figure is the icon of Madonna, a picture of a dead person painted by a dead
person (Antonio da Correggio, the artist referred to in the poem, died in 1534). But unlike
Finland, and like the homeland, Italy is a place where the connection between the
generations is still intact, as the mother and daughter are able to interact and take care of
each other, and distant “ancestors” — Correggio and the Madonna — effect an intercession
for the poem's protagonists, thereby justifying the old woman's faith in them.

The justified “living faith” from “The Madonna” is present in various forms in the other
Italian works. In the 1829 poem “To Princess Volkonskaia” (“Kniagine Volkonskoi”), Italy is
compared explicitly with heaven. In it the departure of Princess Volkonskaya to Italy is
described as a journey from the “kingdom of whist and winter” (13 napcTsa BrcTa U 3UMBl,
149) to a “better land and better world” (B myuwmmit kpait u ayymmit mup, 150). Italy is thus
also the “land of the dead,” like Finland, but rather than being a “dead land,” it is paradise.
We therefore have three different “lands of the dead” in Baratynskii’s poetry: the cold,
hostile underworld that is Finland; the homeland, which is the land of the ancestors; and
Italy, the warm and life-giving heavenly otherworld. The increasing levels of perfection of
these three lands can be seen by, among other things, the increasing levels of harmony
between human technology and the natural world, reaching its apex in Italy, where human
invention is part of the natural landscape. Because science and technology often stand in
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for the intellect in Baratynskii’s work, the peaceful and mutually beneficial interactions
between the technological/industrial and the natural worlds can be understood as a
reconciliation of the master conflict, that between thought and feeling, in his poetry.

In “To Princess Volkonskaia” art, artifice, and nature are all brought together, as Tasso’s
octaves are recited in the palace porticos, the gods are alive, and the hills are eloquent.”
This forms an interesting contrast to “Finland,” where the bards have gone silent, religious
rites are no longer observed, and native gods “lie face-down in the dust!”;* while in Finland,
the links between fathers and sons, nature and art, and the human and divine have been
severed, in Italy, the realms of art, artifice, nature, and divinity are all connected. Similarly,
in “The sky of Italy...” (“Nebo Italii...” 1843), the final rhyme is neca 6;marosonns! (“fragrant
forests,” 219) and yeproros kosonns! (“the columns of the mansions,” 219), thus bringing
together human and natural creation as two equal parts to the glory that is Italy. And in
“The Steamship” (“Piroskaf,” 1844), ships are like birds and steam and wind work together
to take the hero to the “earthly Elysium” (“Elizii zemnoi,”** 202). As in “Finland,” in “The
Steamship” things are turned upside down or mixed up in unexpected ways; unlike
“Finland,” the landscape is populated by living beings and helpful technology, so that the
lyrical hero does not have to retreat into his own, subjective experience of immortality, but
can experience the elements firsthand and make his way to a physical paradise.

As with the other poems under consideration here, “The Steamship” is based on a real
biographical event. In the fall of 1843 Baratynskii, accompanied by his wife and eldest
children, set off on a lengthy visit of Western Europe, which took them through present-
day Germany, France, and finally Italy, with the plan to return to Russia via Austria. “The
Steamship” was written while Baratynskii was traveling by steamship from Marseilles to
Naples, and describes such a journey in both physical and metaphysical terms.

A brief examination of the bird-boat imagery of the poem will show how nature,
industry, and humanity come together in it, and how the lyrical hero shows a peaceful
acceptance of certain types of discordance that are inescapable and even essential for the
achievement of higher goals. In the first three stanzas, which describe the physical journey
the lyrical hero is making, boats are shown as being in conflict with the elements, and yet,
by giving itself to the wind in the first stanza, the hero's boat is able to sail:

> Tze B KyIIax, B IOPTHKAX IajiaT

OxTaBel TacCOBBI 3ByYarT;

[Zie B ApeBHUX KaMHSIX 60T KUBHI,

I'Ile B HOBOW, YMCTOM KpacoTe

Padasiib ABIIINAT Ha XOJICTE;

T'7ie Bce XOIMBI KpacHOPedwmBHl [...]. (150)
# YMOJIK IPU3BIBHBIN IIUT, HE CJIBIIIEH CKaJIb/ia IJIac,
BocmiaMeHHbIH 1y6 yrac,
PasBesiy1 OYIHBINM BETP TOPIKECTBEHHBIE KUK,
CBIHBI HE BEJJAIOT O MOZIBUTAX OTIOB;
U B JOJIBHOM TIpaxe UxX 60roB
JlexaT HU3BepKeHHbIE TuKu! (72)
* For a discussion of the similarities between the depiction of Italy as an “Earthly Elysium” in Baratynskii’s
poetry, and the conception of Taurica (Crimea) in the poetry of Batiushkov and Pushkin, see Panfilov 2012, 77-
79, 84.
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JIKO10, TPO3HOKO JIACKOKO TIOJTHB,

BbIOT B Halll KOpabJib Cpej3eMHbIe BOJTHBL
BoT Haz KOPMOIO CTaJI KalluTaH.

BU3rHYJI CBUCTOK €ro. BpaTcTByst ¢ mapom,
BeTpy Hau mapyc pasnasacs HeapoMm:
TeHsich, ray6oko B3foxHy okean! (201)%

This opening stanza sets up the balance between, and merging of, the human, natural, and
technological elements that continues throughout the poem, something which is
emphasized by the use of a first-person plural verb as the first word of stanza two (Muumcs,
or “we race along” 201). Then, as they — the plural group implied by the verb form — leave
sight of shore, they see a bird flying “between the waters and the heavens” (Tonbko uto
Jaiika BbeTcs 32 Hamu / Besasi, pesi Mex Bog u Hebec, 201). In the third stanza a fishing
boat spotted in the distance is called explicitly “an inhabitant of the ocean, / Like a gull, a
bird of its waters” (oxeana skuuua, / Yaiike mogobua, Bog ero nruia, 201). Physically, both
the boats and the bird occupy an in-between, bridging space between two shores and two
elements, while metaphorically they bridge the gap between natural and non-natural
objects. And even though the steamship and the fishing boat are in an antagonistic
relationship with the elements (C 6ypuoit ctuxueit B TomuressHoM criope, / Jlogka
pbibaubst kayaercsi B mope, 201), the elements also support and propel them. The
reconciliation of opposing forces that takes place here does not, then, annul or deny the
different elements, as we see, for example, in the end of “Finland,” when the lyrical hero
turns away from time and the external world and into poetry, nor does it rely on the
entrance to another, non-earthly realm, in which the rules of time and the material world
as we know it are abandoned or changed, as in “Desolation.” Rather, in “The Steamship” the
poetic persona accepts the necessity of opposition and is able to benefit from it, as he and
his ship are carried along by the wind, water, and steam. The realm described in “The
Steamship” is thus much more physical, and much more grounded in material reality, than
the otherworldly realms described in the earlier works, and as such indicates yet another
merging of opposites: the lyrical hero is finally able to access the divine while still keeping
his feet firmly planted on the ship’s deck, so that the divine and mundane have also become
one.

The first half of the poem describes the lyrical hero's physical journey from France to
Italy from the point of departure to the moment when the shore disappears from view (C
6peroM HabpexHoe CKpbLIoch, yiwto! 201). In the second half of the poem, which describes
the journey across the open ocean and the anticipated arrival in Italy, the focus switches to
the spiritual movement of the lyrical hero, who is leaving behind his internal problems
through this ocean crossing:

»  Full of a wild, threatening love,
The Mediterranean waves beat against our ship.
Here stands the captain above the stern.
His whistle shrieked. Partnering with the steam,
Our sail spread out and caught the wind:
Foaming, the ocean sighed deeply!
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MHOTO0 3eMe€JIb 51 OCTaBUJI 32 MHOIO;

BbIHEC 1 MHOI'O CMATEHHOM LYIIOK
PagocTeli JI0XKHBIX, UCTUHHBIX 30T,

MHOT0 MATEXHBIX PELINJI 51 BOIIPOCOB
[Ipexzie 4eM pyKU MapcesIbCKUX MaTpPOCOB
TTogHSAIN SIKOPb, HaZEXabl ckuMBoJ! (201)%

The “many lands” the lyrical hero has left behind are paralleled with the “many stormy
questions” he has resolved prior to weighing anchor, so that by setting off on this sea
journey to Italy he is leaving behind both his physical and moral difficulties. And while the
ship is indeed carrying the hero to the “earthly Elysium” of Italy, they are both currently
located in an in-between state, partway through the journey and in the middle of the sea,
out of sight of either shore. The lyrical hero of “The Steamship” is thus in much the same
situation as the lyrical hero of “On Planting a Forest”: at a turning point, about to complete
one phase of his lifecycle but not quite there yet. Unlike the lyrical hero of “On Planting a
Forest,” though, in “The Steamship” the lyrical hero has made peace with the past and is
able to continue on to the next stage of his natural cycle without regrets and in harmony
with the human and non-human elements around him. His transcendence of the binary
conflict between the opposing forces of past and present, nature and industry, and logic
and happiness, is finally complete.

Baratynskii’s sudden death of unknown causes on June 29 (old style), 1844, while still in
Naples, occurred before “The Steamship” was first published, along with “To my Italian
Caretaker,” in the July 1844 edition of The Contemporary (Peskov 1998, 411)). These two
poems mark a sharp departure from the ethos of the majority of Baratynsky's earlier work,
and suggest that, had he lived, he might have been about to embark on a new phase in his
literary career. Unfortunately, we can only speculate as to what poetry that new phase
might have brought. While the conflict that fills his earlier works is still present in these
last poems, the treatment of it and the ultimate conclusions of these poems differ
significantly from most of the previous poetry. While they share the same contents as many
of their predecessors, the feeling-tone of these last poems is quite different, as if the spirit
behind them had finally found the peace of mind it had been searching for, but not, as it
had feared for so long, at the expense of its dreams and desires. It is therefore, and perhaps
quite fittingly, both satisfying and unsatisfying to conclude a discussion of Baratynskii's
poetry with “The Steamship”; satisfying because it provides an uplifting ending to his
poetic trajectory, and unsatisfying because it suggests that Russian poetry is much the
poorer for having lost one of its best poets at this stage in his career.

26

Many lands have I left behind me;

My turbulent soul had borne many

False joys, true evils;

Many stormy questions had I resolved
Before the hands of the Marseilles sailors
Raised the anchor, that symbol of hope!

For a discussion of the symbolism of the anchor, which itself serves as a bridging mechanism between
disparate elements, see Panfilov 2012, 89.
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The “many stormy questions” in “The Steamship” point to the most significant element
of these poems about nature in three specific geographic locations. While in poems about
“nature” in the abstract, such as “Of what use are dreams of freedom to a slave?..” “Spring,
spring, how pure the airl..” or “Omens,” questions and quandaries are either absent or left
unresolved, but in poems about Finland, the homeland, and Italy, the lyrical hero does,
through his contact with the specific nature of these specific places, achieve transcendence
or come to a reconciliation, while also being rewarded with some form of immortality. In
the “Finnish” poems it is by passing through the destabilizing effects of contradictory
Finnish nature and becoming wholly dedicated to poetry, in the “homeland” poems it is by
taking up his proper place in the cycle of plowing, sowing, and harvest, and in the “Italian”
poems it is by leaving behind his old life and surrendering himself to the elements, which
welcome him mercifully and bear him to a welcoming earthly heaven. In all cases, this line
in Baratynskii’s poetry suggests that all is not so bleak as is claimed in “Omens”: even after
the rise of science, technology, and the intellect, humans can still hear the voice of nature if
they take the time to listen.
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